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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We, at the Commonweal Theatre, acknowledge that we work and gather 
on the ancestral lands of the Dakota Nation and other Indigenous 

peoples. We recognize these Nations as the original caretakers of this 
land and acknowledge the injustices committed against them. We strive to 
promote healing and inclusion through storytelling, which is fundamental to 
our mission.  

As artists in our community we have a responsibility to create a welcoming, 
inclusive, and nurturing environment where visitors and community 
members can gather and explore big ideas through live theatre. Fostering 
such an environment begins with education and reflection. Our Land 
Acknowledgement is just one way the Commonweal exercises our 
commitment to Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion.

Thank you to the Minnesota Historical Society, Lanesboro Historical Society, 
Prairie Island Indian Community, Mississippi Valley Archeology Center, and 
Mower County Historical Society for assisting in the research that led to the 
formation of our Land Acknowledgement.

FIRE MOUNTAIN FABRICS & SUPPLY 
info@firemountainfabrics.com, 6264 Boone Ave N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428

VICTORIA SCATTERGOOD      WWW.VSCATTERGOOD.COM
Metis artist Victoria Scattergood is inspired by historical ledger drawings which were popular across 
the northern and southern plains of Canada and the US. She puts a unique perspective on it, using 
actual historical ledger prints from the late 1800s with beautiful, hand drawn animals.
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WELCOME TO THE COMMONWEAL 
THEATRE COMPANY! 
We’re eager to share Josh Tobiessen’s small-town comedy, Lone Star Spirits, 
with you. Whether it’s your first time joining us or your 37th, it’s wonderful 
you’ve made the journey to gather with us in this ritual of storytelling.

And speaking of, this play specifically explores rituals, gathering, and the 
highs and lows of small-town life. While Lanesboro and the Texas town in 
Lone Star Spirits aren't precisely the same, there is a shared, recognizable 
something there. Perhaps it's the fact that the gathering spaces in small 
towns bring its residents together more overtly. There simply aren't as many 
options for people to commune together.

Those small-town community spaces—church basements, park pavilions, 
football stands, and bars—allow for people from all sorts of backgrounds and 
experiences to come together. Those can be excellent conditions for drama 
and humor. 

In a recent message to Commonweal company members, playwright Josh 
Tobiessen said Lone Star Spirits “is about things that divide us both on a 
personal and national level—location, economics, education, as well as 
many other things. It’s also about the things that hold us together, that tie us, 
that build communities, that make our relationships closer—history, beliefs, 
spirituality, family, shared commitments that we have with each other.”

You may or may not be from a small town. But right now, in this space, 
we are literally in this together! We think that’s a beautiful, 
profound thing. And we couldn’t be more honored to share 
this story with you today.

Thanks for gathering with us 
—Your friends at the Commonweal

The Commonweal Theatre Company is a member 
of Minnesota Citizens for the Arts and a constituent 
member of Theatre Communications Group. This 

activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts 

Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from 
the arts and cultural heritage fund.
208 Parkway Avenue N., P.O. Box 15

Lanesboro, Minnesota 55949
(800)657-7025 • (507)467-2525

Commonwealtheatre.org



The Company

Producing Artistic Director
This Season:  Arthur (The Angel Next Door), Lear (King Lear), Scrooge (A Sherlock 
Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Ernie Cusack (Rumors), Arthur Vance (The Outsider), Bork-
man (John Gabriel Borkman), Shylock (The Merchant of Venice), Groucho (Groucho: 
A Life in the Theater), Matt Friedman (Talley’s Folly), Scrooge (A Christmas Carol), 
Einstein (Picasso at the Lapin Agile). Director for 29 productions and playwright of 3 
world premieres Other Credits: Managing Director, VITA Shakespeare Festival; actor 
with San Jose Stage Company, Magic Theater, San Jose Civic Light Opera; playwright 
of 4 published plays
Education:  MFA National Theatre Conservatory; MBA Santa Clara University; BA 
Brown University
“My work honors my wife, Adrienne, and my family and ancestors.”

Company Member 
Since 1992

HAROLD CROPP (he/they)

LIZZY ANDRETTA (she/her) 
Actor/Development Associate/Dixon House Artist Residence Manager
This Season: Marley (Lone Star Spirits), Assistant Stage Manager (The Half-Life of 
Marie Curie) 
Commonweal Highlights: Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley, Rumors, She Loves 
Me, The Mystery of Edwin Drood, Leading Ladies, Dancing Lessons, Sanders Family 
Christmas, Boeing Boeing, Dracula: Prince of Blood, The Elephant Man. Choreogra-
pher for A Christmas Carol (2021), Stones in His Pockets, and Peter & the Starcatcher
Education: MFA in Acting from the East 15 Acting School; BS from Skidmore College
“I’m proud to call Lanesboro home alongside my beloved cat Henry.”

Company Member 
Since 2017

Company Member 
Since 2022

Actor/Director or Production
This Season: Director (True West, Apprentice Capstone), Lighting Designer (The Angel 
Next Door), Drew (Lone Star Spirits), Kent (King Lear) 
Commonweal Highlights:  Mr. Darcy (Christmas at Pemberley); Stevie (Ugly Lies the 
Bone); Edmond Rostand (Bernhardt/Hamlet); Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde (Scenic Design); 
Deathtrap (Props Design) Other Credits: Chicago credits include: Banquo in Macbeth 
for Theatre-Y; and Technical Director for several Hell in a Handbag Productions
Education: BA Honors Theatre, University of Tennessee-Knoxville
“Here’s to another year of sharing stories with this wonderful community!”

CODY BEYER (he/him) 

Actor/Music Director/Director of Administration
This Season: Hertha Ayrton (The Half-Life of Marie Curie) 
Commonweal Highlights: Ugly Lies the Bone, Women in Jeopardy, She Loves Me, 
Good People, Souvenir, Woody Guthrie’s American Song, Crimes of the Heart, Zom-
bies from the Beyond, A Midnight Dreary, Harvey, Man of La Mancha, Sanders Family 
Christmas; sound design and music direction for various productions  
Education: Proud graduate of Luther College with studies in music and theatre
“Continued gratitude to our community. Thank you for being here!”   
#TeamScottyForever

Company Member 
Since 2001

STELA BURDT (she/her) 

THE ARTIST/ADMINISTRATOR MODEL
The Commonweal Theatre operates under a unique model in which all resident company 
members have specific, non-artistic responsibilities in addition to their artistic projects. As actors, 
designers, stage managers, and the like, they also serve as fundraisers, educators, marketers, 
builders, ushers, box office staff, and more. Company members come from all over the country 
and have made their home in Lanesboro. They work year-round to bring you a set of stories like 
the one you’re about to experience.
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The Company

Props Designer/Props Manager/IT Technician
This Season:  Props Designer (The Half-Life of Marie Curie, 
Lone Star Spirits, King Lear, A Sherlock Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Props Designer (Doubt: A Parable, 
Rumors, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, Bernhardt/Hamlet), Co-Props 
Designer (Ugly Lies the Bone), Sound Designer (The Outsid-
er) Other Credits: Stage Manager for Centre Stage SC; Stage 
Manager and Deck Stage Manager for Savannah College of 
Art and Design. Sara is also an editor for movie and TV scripts
Education: BCompSc, Pennsylvania College of Technology; 
BFA in Dramatic Writing at Savannah College of Art and Design

Company Member 
Since 2022

SARA HUESER (she/her)

Your Underground Adventure Awaits

Niagara CaveNiagara Cave
Harmony, MNHarmony, MN

Book online at niagaracave.comBook online at niagaracave.com

2025 Season
Weekends in April

&
7 days a week from
May 1st - Nov. 2nd

2025 Season
Weekends in April

&
7 days a week from
May 1st - Nov. 2nd

in the United States! 

Nationally recognized
as one of the 

LOCAL FOOD  • DOWNTOWN LANESBORO

www.pedalpusherscafe.com | 507-467-1050
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The Company

Production Stage Manager/Administrative Team Associate
This Season: Rehearsal Stage Manager (The Half-Life of Marie Curie, A Sherlock Car-
ol), Production Stage Manager (The Angel Next Door, King Lear)
Commonweal Highlights: Rehearsal Stage Manager (Doubt: A Parable, The Outsider, 
Ugly Lies the Bone, She Loves Me, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde); Rehearsal/Performance 
Stage Manager (Rumors, Deathtrap) Other Credits: Stage Management and Direct-
ing with: Austin Shakespeare, Jarrott Productions, ScriptWorks (Austin, TX); Broom 
Street Theatre, Children’s Theatre of Madison, Forward Theater, Music Theatre of 
Madison, and StageQ (Madison, WI) 
Education: BA in Gender & Women’s Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison
“Much love to my kitties: Rosalind, Beatrice, Mercutio, and Tybalt.”

Company Member 
Since 2023

ISABELLA ANASTASIA LEIGH (she/her)

Actor/Scenic Painter/Assistant to the Dir. of Administration
This Season: Watson (A Sherlock Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Arthur de Bourgh (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), 
A.C. Peterson (The Outsider), Arpad Laszlo (She Loves Me), Michal (The Pillowman), 
Deputy (The Mystery of Edwin Drood) 
Education: BS in Theatre Arts, Minnesota State University, Mankato
“Listen to your life. It’s showing you everything you need to know about who you 
can become.” - Richard Bach

Company Member 
Since 2022

JOHN B. NICOL (he/him)

Actor/Marketing Associate/Literary Manager
This Season: Sound Designer (Lone Star Spirits, A Sherlock Carol), Edgar/Cornwall 
(King Lear)
Commonweal Highlights: Dave (The Outsider), Georg (She Loves Me), Jack/Stepha-
nie (Leading Ladies) Other Credits: Worked and directed at Rochester Community & 
Technical College (2024-2025) 
Education:  MFA in Acting, University of South Carolina; BA in Theatre, Concordia 
University, St. Paul 
“Love to my wife, Rachel (without whom I would not be in Lanesboro) and my two 
truly remarkable children, Franny & Jude.”

Company Member 
Since 2018

JOSIAH LAUBENSTEIN (he/him)

Designer/Dramaturg/Assistant to the Technical Director
This Season: Sound Designer (The Half-Life of Marie Curie), Assistant Stage Manager, 
Props Designer (The Angel Next Door), Scenic Designer (King Lear), Intimacy Coordi-
nator (The Half-Life of Marie Curie, King Lear, A Sherlock Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Stage Manager (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), 
Scenic Designer/Intimacy Coach (Rumors), Scenic Designer/Stage Manager/Intimacy 
Director (The Effect) Other Credits: Quad City Area Credits include: director (The God 
of Vengeance); stage manager (Cabaret, Ride the Cyclone); assistant director (The 
Threepenny Opera, The Mountaintop); dramaturg at The Spotlight Theatre
Education: BA in Theatre History and Tech & Design, Augustana College
“Be a voice. Not an echo.”

Company Member 
Since 2023

SYNTH MANUEL (they/them)

ASK AT THE BOX OFFICE ABOUT OUR ASSISTED-LISTENING  
DEVICES, SPECIAL SEATING FOR THOSE WITH MOBILITY IMPAIR-
MENTS, AND  VISUAL DESCRIPTION FOR THE SIGHT-IMPAIRED.
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The Company

Actor/Development Associate/Apprentice Advisor
This Season:  Marie (The Half-Life of Marie Curie), Regan (King Lear), Irene (A 
Sherlock Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Lizzy Darcy (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), Chris 
(Rumors), Jess (Ugly Lies the Bone), 8 Shoppers (She Loves Me), Myra (Deathtrap), 
Duchess (Alice in Winter Wonderland), Assistant Director (Bernhardt/Hamlet), Chore-
ographer (The Mystery of Edwin Drood) Other Credits: In Chicago: A Red Orchid The-
atre, Hell in a Handbag, Facility Theatre, Theatre Y, and Red Tape Theatre. Elsewhere:  
Know Theater, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, and Cincinnati Fringe Festival (2015 
Producer’s Pick.), and at On the Boards in Seattle. Her work has been devised and 
performed internationally in Pontlevoy, France, and at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe. 
Laurie also works as a teacher, movement director, and choreographer. 
Education: MFA, University of South Carolina
“...for there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re brave 
enough to be it.” - "The Hill We Climb," Amanda Gorman

Company Member 
Since 2022

LAURIE ROBERTS (she/her)

Actor/Assistant Director of Marketing
This Season: Oliver (The Angel Next Door), Edmund/King of France (King Lear)
Commonweal Highlights: Rumors, Ugly Lies the Bone, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, She 
Loves Me, Leading Ladies, and The Mystery of Edwin Drood. Other Credits: More 
than 50 roles across 35 plays at the American Shakespeare Center in Staunton, 
VA; Utah, Houston, and Texas Shakespeare Festivals; Park Square Theatre; Theater 
L’Homme Dieu; audiobook narrator 
Education: MFA in Acting, University of Houston
“We must risk delight.” – poet Jack Gilbert

Company Member 
Since 2021  

(plus 2009-2011)

TIM SAILER (he/him)

Stage Manager/Assistant Director/Marketing Associate
This Season: Rehearsal Stage Manager, Assistant Director (Lone Star Spirits), Fight 
Choreographer (Lone Star Spirits, King Lear)
Other Credits: Stage Manager: Skylight Music Theatre (Milwaukee, WI), Stagedoor 
Manor (Loch Sheldrake, NY), Theatre Wit and About Face Theatre (Chicago, IL), Thin 
Air Theatre Company (Cripple Creek, CO), and The Clarence Brown Theatre (Knox-
ville, TN). Direction: Hattiesburg, MS: The Bear, Stop Kiss, The Seagull or How to Eat 
It, The Lieutenant of Inishmore, and Big Fish. Elsewhere: Dog Sees God: Confessions 
of a Teenage Blockhead, Homebound: A Play for Nobody, Charlie and The Chocolate 
Factory.
Education: MFA in theatre, University of Southern Mississippi; BA in theatre & mar-
keting, University of Tennessee, Knoxville
“...Thank you all for coming. A man is as rich as his friends. I am a tycoon.”

Company Member 
Since March 2025

MATTHEW JAMES RALPH (he/him)

Performance Stage Manager/Assistant to Costume Designer/Front of House 
Supervisor
This Season: Assistant to Costume Designer (The Half-Life of Marie Curie, King Lear), 
Performance Stage Manager (Lone Star Spirits)
Commonweal Highlights: The Outsider, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Good People, Lead-
ing Ladies, The Complete Works of William Shakespeare (abridged) [revised], I Love 
to Eat, On the Verge Other Credits: Makeup Artist (The Wonder of the World...current-
ly in post production), Stage Manager (Doniphan Dance Project)
Education: BA in Theatre & Film, University of Mississippi

Company Member 
Since 2019

JODI RUSHING (they/she)



Actor/Director of External Communications/Associate Artistic Director
This Season: Charlotte (Angel Next Door), Director (Lone Star Spirits)
Commonweal Highlights:  Lulu Peakes (The Outsider), Sarah Bernhardt (Bernhardt/
Hamlet), Scrooge (A Christmas Carol) Sylvia (Sylvia) Other Credits: Commercial voice 
over artist
Education:  MFA in Acting, University of Arizona 
“I believe that sharing stories is an act of humanity and healing.  
Thank you for being here.”

Company Member 
Since 2001

ADRIENNE SWEENEY (she/her)

Actor/Director of Development
This Season: Walter (Lone Star Spirits); Sherlock Holmes (A Sherlock Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Doubt: A Parable; I Ought to Be in Pictures; Come Back; 
Dracula: Prince of Blood; Brand; The Philadelphia Story Other Credits: Caffeine The-
atre (Chicago) Artistic Associate (2009-2011); Great River Shakespeare Festival (2009); 
Illinois Shakespeare Festival (2007); Riverside Theatre/Shakespeare Festival Actor in 
Residence (2000-03); Barter Theatre Actor in Residence (1991-95) 
Education:  MFA in Acting, University of Iowa
“Your support of professional, live theatre anywhere and everywhere means the 
world to me; tons of love to my heart and soul Catherine Glynn; and GO Hawkeyes!”

Company Member 
Since 2012

JEREMY van METER (he/him)

The Company

OFFICE 
HOURS
M,T,W,F: 
9am-6pm

Thursday: 
Closed

102 W. Sheridan St.
Lanesboro, MN 55949

507-467-2629 (24-hr. call 507-450-2466)

Actor/Designer/Assistant Technical Director
This Season: Projections Designer & Performance Stage Manager (The Half-Life of 
Marie Curie), Ben (Lone Star Spirits), Lighting Designer (King Lear), Crachit (A Sher-
lock Carol)
Commonweal Highlights: Bingley (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), Glenn 
(Rumors), Projections Design (Ugly Lies the Bone), Sound Design (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. 
Hyde), Clifford (Deathtrap), Stevie (Good People) Other Credits: Riff Raff (The Rocky 
Horror Show) at New Minowa Players in Decorah; Amos Hart (Chicago) at Luther 
College
Education: BA in Theatre, Luther College
“Thank you to my mentor, professor, and good friend Jeff Dintaman for his years of 
support and sharing of knowledge that has gotten me to where I am today.”

ALEX SCHLESINGER (they/them)

Company Member 
Since 2022

Come for some, stay ‘til one, it’s all good fun!

112 Coffee St E Lanesboro  (507) 467-3355

OO’’LLeeaarryy’’ss  BBeedd  &&  BBrreeaakkffaasstt
Charmingly restored 

1910 Victorian 

Private baths | AC | Breakfast

707 Parkway Ave S
Lanesboro

www.olearysbandb.com
(507) 467-3737
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117 Parkway Ave. N.
Lanesboro, MN 55949

(507)467-2994

e2boutiquemn@gmail.com

COME IN AND LET
HELP YOU SELECT A TASTY CHOICE!

Open 7 Days a Week!

Oakley  & Lori

www.grannysliquor.com
(507)467-2700•113 Parkway Ave, Lanesboro

OakleyOakley

John Nelson

www.johnnelsonrealty.com
Your local real estate connection!

507-216-1140

SELLERS | BUYERS | FARMLAND | COMMERCIAL

Client Focused. Results Driven. 

John Nelson

www.johnnelsonrealty.com
Your local real estate connection!

507-216-1140
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Client Focused. Results Driven. 
John Nelson

www.johnnelsonrealty.com
Your local real estate connection!

507-216-1140

SELLERS | BUYERS | FARMLAND | COMMERCIAL

Client Focused. Results Driven. 
John Nelson

www.johnnelsonrealty.com
Your local real estate connection!

507-216-1140

SELLERS | BUYERS | FARMLAND | COMMERCIAL

Client Focused. Results Driven. 
RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, HUNTING-FARM LAND, NEW CONSTRUCTION  |  www.johnnelsonrealty.com
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MODERN  AMER ICAN  CU IS INE

E X E C U T I V E  C H E F  T Y L E R  S H I P T O N  

SEASONAL  APRIL -  DECEMBER  

RESERVATIONS |  JUNIPERSRESTAURANTMN.COM

Scandinavian Inn Puzzle House

Scandinavian Inn Bed & Breakfast

Part escape room, 

Lanesboro  507-467-4500
www.scandinavianinn.com

100% captivating

Visit  www.hiddenhalls.com 
and call to reserve

“The most fun I have 
had in Lanesboro” 

CI, 2025

part treasure hunt,

clara's
EATERY

PANINIS

SANDWICHES

ICE CREAM

PIZZA

Located in beautiful downtown Lanesboro,
a block from Commonweal Theatre!

507.467.2200

Order Online: www.claraseatery.com

111 Parkway Ave N Lanesboro, MN

Selling Fat Cattle 
Market Cows & Bulls 
Wednesday Auctions at 8:30 AM
Selling all classes Livestock
Friday Auctions at 9:00am

Joe Nelson, Owner Cell: 507-450-6763 Barn: 507-467-2192
402 Coffee St E, Lanesboro, MN 55949 • LanesboroSalesCommission.com

Special Feeder Cattle & Bred Cow Auctions
Scheduled thru the Fall & Winter

Stop in for breakfast or lunch at the 
Stockyard Cafe! Open on sale days.
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A smarter way to manage your brand.

We Proudly Support Commonweal Theatre!

Serving Clients Nationwide  •  johnson-printing.com

OFFSET

DIGITAL

LARGE FORMAT

APPAREL DECORATION 

PROMOTIONAL

CREATIVE

BRAND MANAGEMENT

 eCOMMERCE

MAILING &  
FULFILLMENT

A lovely drive just minutes
from Lanesboro on the
National Scenic Byway
Route 16 & located beside the

Root River
State Bike Trail rushfordinn.com 507-864-2222
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lanesboroarts.org // 507-467-2446

Gal ler ies
year-round exhibitions

Art in the Park
Saturday, June 14, 2025

Arts Campus
public art & education

St. Mane TheatreSt. Mane Theatre
music, theater, dance, and more

Rhythms on the Root
outdoor concerts
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2025-2026   SEASON2025-2026   SEASON
F L E X  &  S E R I E S  P A S S E S  N O W  A V A I L A B L E

608-784-9292  |  www.lacrossetheatre.org

BROADWAYBROADWAYSERIESSERIES
BLACKBOXBLACKBOX

SERIESSERIESSTAGED READINGSTAGED READING
SERIESSERIES

choralartsensemble.org

to 
enrich

Singing

fresh inspiration coming, Fall 2025!

and 
inspire
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	 Director	 Adrienne Sweeney
	Assistant Director/Rehearsal Stage Manager/	 Matthew James Ralph
	 Fight Choreographer
	 Scenic Designer	 Bill Duwell
	 Costume Designer	 Jason Resler
	 Lighting Designer	 Paul Epton
	 Props Designer	 Sara Hueser
	 Sound Designer	 Josiah Laubenstein
	 Dialect Coach	 Catherine (Catie) Glynn
	 Intimacy Cordinator/Scenic Dressing	 Synth Manuel
	 Scenic Painter	 John B. Nicol
	 Props Assistant	 Dylan Delagardelle
	 Performance Stage Manager	 Jodi Rushing
	 Assistant Stage Managers	 Alexa Gutierrez, Amanda Byers	
	 Production Manager	 Isabella Anastasia Leigh

Cast
	 DREW	 Cody Beyer
	 WALTER	 Jeremy van Meter
	 JESSICA	 Georgia Doolittle
	 MARLEY	 Lizzy Andretta
	 BEN	 Alex Schlesinger

Setting
A liquor store in a small town in West Texas. (2013)

Produced by special arrangement with DRAMATIC PUBLISHING, Woodstock, Illinois.  
Lone Star Spirits was originally produced by Crowded Outlet in New York City;  

Artistic Director, Wes Grantom.  

Production Underwriter

 

Production Sponsors

		   
	 Harmony Spirits 
		  Andy & Tara Craig

Designers & Specialists
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Using an undergraduate degree in philosophy along with training 
from the Improv Olympic in Chicago, Josh started writing plays 
in Ireland with Catastrophe Theatre Co. After having several plays 
performed at such venues as the Galway Arts Festival and the 
Dublin Fringe Festival, he returned to the States to get a playwriting 
MFA at the University of California, San Diego. Since then his plays 
have been produced or developed at such places as The Alliance 
Theatre, Atlanta; Crowded Outlet, New York City; The Jungle 
Theater, Minneapolis; Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis; The 
O’Neill New Play Conference, Connecticut; Oregon Shakespeare 
Festival, Ashland; Pioneer Theatre Company, Salt Lake City; Second 
Stage Theatre, New York; Slant Theatre Project, New York; and 
AiShangChu Theatre, Hong Kong. Election Day is published by 
Samuel French and in the Smith and Kraus anthology, New Playwrights, Best Plays of 2008. 
Lone Star Spirits and Spoon Lake Blues are both published by Dramatic Publishing Co. Josh 
received a 2023 Finalist award from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts.

About the Playwright

Exploring the father/daughter dynamic has always held great 
interest to me, probably because my own relationship with my 
father was complicated, to say the least. It’s why I gravitated 
towards I Ought to Be in Pictures (which I directed in 2022) and 
surely the first theme that drew me to Lone Star Spirits. However, 
the deeper we got into rehearsals, other questions started popping 
up. What constitutes the idea of family? Can you choose family 
or must you be born into it? And what about community? What 
defines a community? What defines the idea of “home?” Why do 
some feel the pull to leave and explore, while others choose to stay 
and strengthen their ties to their roots? What are our opinions of 
each choice? It's easy to generalize, to buy into stereotypes: the one 

that got away, the one stuck in the “glory days.” (Now you’ve got that Springsteen song stuck 
in your head!) Ultimately, that’s what I love most about this play. Because for all the choices 
made, this is a “family” of people who love each other and are just trying their best to get by, 
and to do right by each other. And isn’t that really what we’re all doing? 

Notes from the Director

Commonweal Board of Directors

Chuck Aug, Alan Bailey, David Boen, Chris Hanson, Julie Kiehne, Sara Kling-Punt, 
Wendy Mattison, Ken Mogren, André Novack, Megan Pence, Sarah Peterson, Jose Rivas.

Guthrie Theater, Granny’s Liquor, Indiana University South Bend Department of  
Theatre and Dance, The Root River Saloon, Lisa Scheps at Ground Floor Theatre,  

Tony Semmens, Tucker Shepherd

Special Thanks
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Discover a diverse 
selection of local and fresh 

food products at
 Lanesboro Market Llc. 

We are dedicated to promoting
community engagement and
supporting local producers.

100 Coffee St E, Lanesboro, Mn 55949

Book online or call: 
GreenGablesInn.biz 

507-467-2936

Green Gables Inn
 Riverside in Lanesboro
• 15 large AC/heated rooms
• Courtyard & gardens
• Morning coffee & muffins
• Plenty of off-street parking
• Wifi & secure bike shed

Experience Comfort, 
Convenience & Beauty

Question Corner
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AMANDA BYARS (she/her, acting apprentice) is a recent graduate from Columbus 
State University in Columbus, Georgia and earned her BFA in Theatre Performance. 
She is thrilled to be joining the Commonweal Theatre Company as an apprentice! 
Favorite credits include Lady Macbeth in Macbeth, Beth in John Proctor is the Villain, 
Judy Moody in Judy Moody and Stink, and Laurie in Pipeline. Amanda would like to 
thank her family, friends, and mentors for all of their support!

DYLAN DELAGARDELLE (he/him, senior technical apprentice) is so excited to be 
part of the Commonweal Apprentice program for a second year! In addition to his 
technical and carpentry work with the company, he also appeared on stage in Ru-
mors and True West. Dylan is from West Des Moines, Iowa. He has served as stage 
manager many times for DMACC Ankeny Theater with shows such as No Exit, 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and Head Over Heels. Dylan is very excited 
to continue down his path of technical theater and learn the most he can during his 
time at the Commonweal.

ALEXA GUTIERREZ (she/her, technical apprentice) is a theatre artist and stage 
manager from Miami, FL. She is a Florida International University graduate with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre. Some recent credits include The Museum Plays (assis-
tant stage manager) and All the Natalie Portmans (assistant stage manager). She is 
thrilled to be joining the Commonweal team!

ELISABETH MEYER (she/her, acting apprentice) cannot wait to be a part of her first 
Commonweal season as a member of the apprentice class! She graduated in May 
of 2025 with her BFA in Acting/minor in Dance from Viterbo University in La Crosse, 
WI. Favorite roles include Kaliope in She Kills Monsters and Gertrude in Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern are Dead. She also enjoys costume, hair, and makeup design and 
construction. She would like to thank her family and friends for their unwavering 
support of her lifelong dream to be an artist. Thank you for supporting the arts!

Meet the 2025–2026 Apprentice Class

The Commonweal Theatre Company offers exciting 11-month apprenticeships 
intended to help young theatre artists transition into the professional world. 
Apprentices serve on either a performance or technical track. Additionally, 
they work alongside company members on the Marketing, Development, and 
Production teams. Because of this rare organizational model, Commonweal 
apprentices experience the full scope of running a nonprofit theatre company. 
It culminates in a final capstone production which is chosen, designed, and 
performed by the apprentice company. 

The next apprenticeship begins in the spring of 2026!

If you or someone you know is interested  
in applying for the next class, visit:

commonwealtheatre.org/education/apprenticeships
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THIS PRODUCTION ALSO FEATURES… 

JASON RESLER (costume designer, he/him) has designed 11 productions with the 
Commonweal Theatre Company, most recently The Angel Next Door and Dr. Jekyll 
& Mr. Hyde. Jason’s other designs include The Medora Musical (10 seasons), The 
Medora Gospel Brunch, and Honky Tonk Angels (all in Medora, North Dakota) as 
well as productions with Trollwood Performing Arts, 
Phoenix Theatre, Idaho Shakespeare Festival, Great 
Lakes Theater Festival, Hope Summer Repertory, 
Park Square Theatre, History Theatre, Illusion The-
ater, Cortland Repertory, and Citadel Theatre Com-
pany. Jason is Associate Professor and Department 
Chair of Theatre at Indiana University South Bend. 
www.jasonleeresler.com

CATHERINE (CATIE) GLYNN (dialect coach, she/they) is delighted to be returning 
to the Commonweal. Being a theatre-maker for the better part of her life, she now 
serves as the Artistic Director of A.R.T. (Audacious Raw Theater) and a Speech and 
Presentation Coach at her firm, Voce Veritas. Her career has included being a part of 
Collaboraction Theater Company in Chicago, creating solo shows in Minnesota, and 
spending summers at the Riverside Shakespeare Festival, where she met Jeremy 
van Meter and joined forces for life. Her CWL highlights include Doubt, Arcadia, 
Memory of Water, Blithe Spirit, Philadelphia Story, Arsenic & Old Lace, and Pillars 
of Society. Having spent nine years in Austin, Texas, going to school, teaching at 
UT, and being an Artistic Associate with the Texas-based Rude Mechs, she feels very 
comfortable saying and teaching others to say “all y’all” and having a splash or two 
of Tito’s vodka. Cheers!

PAUL EPTON (lighting designer, he/him) is back at the Commonweal for two produc-
tions this season: The Half-Life of Marie Curie and Lone Star Spirits. Past favorites 
here include Come Back, Sanders Family Christmas, and Silent Sky.  He started de-
signing lights as an undergraduate at Carleton College, spent 4 years in grad school 
(not in theatre) at Rice University, then returned north to Detroit. After 3 years in 
industry, he switched careers to theatre, stayed in Detroit for 11 more years, then 
moved to Minnesota in 1992. He continues to design and do tech work for numerous 
companies. A year-round bicyclist, one of his early designs was for Spokesong.

BILL DUWELL (scenic designer, he/him) is a Dodgeville, WI resident and is the 
Technical Director for The Children's Theatre of Madison, WI. Last season, he served 
as the scenic designer for Ugly Lies the Bone. He was also Tech Director at American 
Players Theatre in Spring Green, WI for many years. He received his BA in Theatre 
from SW Minnesota State University.

GEORGIA DOOLITTLE (Jessica, she/they) is thrilled to return to the Commonweal 
after appearing as Lydia last winter in Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley. She 
recently co-directed and played Sir Toby in Twelfth Night, appeared as Ella in Life 
Sucks with Open Eye Theatre & Girl Friday Productions, and understudied multi-
ple roles in Alice in Wonderland at the Children’s Theatre Company. She has also 
performed in Antigonick (Full Circle Theater Company); Hairball! The Bigfoot Musical 
(Open Eye), Analog & Vinyl (Minneapolis Musical Theatre) and assistant directed 
Moscow, Moscow, Moscow with Craig Johnson at the University of Minnesota.
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Small-Town Pride

by Matthew James Ralph, assistant director

In West Texas, civilizations may not be seen for miles, but in the towns that are built there, pride runs 
deep. Like in Lanesboro, this script shows how deeply citizens love their home and their way of life. 
It's where they belong. The culture is rich with hospitality, tradition, independence, and community 
connection. Neighbors are cherished like family. Yet, these community values can become strained as 
industry begins to surge. Metropolitan areas flourish, causing small towns to shrink. The world keeps 
"moving forward," which pushes small towns to do the same or eventually die.

Many towns in West Texas rely on oil, agriculture, and manufacturing to survive. So, when one of 
these industries is hit, the whole town suffers. An example can be seen during the 2008 recession 
when oil prices initially dropped, hitting the economies of these communities heavily. At the same 
time, although the housing market may not have hit small towns as hard as major urban areas, they 
still faced challenges of unemployment, foreclosure due to job loss, property values declining, and 
more restrictions with financing. 

Lone Star Spirits speaks to the concerns of how a town is slowly dying out, and a family cannot 
agree on how to move forward. The Commonweal, residing in Lanesboro, has a wonderful capac-
ity to relate to the struggles these characters face. We as a community can empathize and explore 
these challenges. Home is a cherished place, so small towns find ways to prosper. In the 1980’s when 
Lanesboro struggled economically, the town found a way to bring about new life. The train tracks that 
were no longer in use became the Root River Bike Trail. Additionally, the Lanesboro Art Council was 
founded, and out of that grew the Commonweal Theatre Company, presenting this small-town story 
to you today.

A small-town mainstreet in Texas. Photo courtesy of Renelibrary, Wikimedia Commons.
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Building strong communities 
with you.

Business  |  Mortgage  |  Personal  |  Wealth Management

Member FDIC

At Merchants Bank, we’re committed to creating thriving communities and helping 
our customers succeed. We’ll be with you every step of the way as we work toward 
your financial goals together, whether that’s growing a business, buying a home or 
planning for retirement. 

We wish the Commonweal Theatre a great season and hope to see you there!

Let’s dream together.

(507) 467-2145  |  118 Parkway Avenue N, Lanesboro  |  www.merchantsbank.com
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Sponsorships  
& Underwriting

Planned Giving

Join the MDC

“�When the MDC was initiated, we immediately 
joined. This level of giving helps ensure a solid 
financial base for the organization to meet their 
annual expenses while planning for the future. 
We encourage you to join us in supporting the 
Commonweal, so we all can continue to enjoy the 
wonderful productions we have come to treasure.”

“��By including 
Commonweal 
in our estate 
plan, we feel 
good knowing that we’ll 
be helping to ensure that 
this gem will be here for 
future generations.”

—Ken & Sally Mogren,  
Winona, MN

For 36 seasons the Commonweal has been inspiring hearts, minds, 
and souls. It would be easy to believe that these marvelous stories 

have come about because of the hundreds of talented artists who have 
called the Commonweal home.
Easy, but far from the truth. The real he-
roes who make up this company are you, 
our audience and loyal supporters.
But your tickets only cover half of what it 
costs to create live, professional theatre. 
For us to continue bringing theatre magic 
to you and future generations, please con-
sider a gift in support of our mission “to 
enrich the common good.”

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP:

Leave a legacy by adding us to your es-
tate planning. More information can be 
found on the Support page of our web-
site or by calling 507-467-2905 ext. 211.

Any 
contribution  
you make to 
our lobby  
donation jar 
is deeply  
appreciated!

The lifeblood of the Commonweal is the MDC, which 
consists of individuals and households who make a 
non-binding, 10-year commitment of support. 
For membership details, please visit the Sup-
port page at CommonwealTheatre.org. 

You can play a starring role 
without ever stepping on the 
stage by financially support-
ing a single production or an 
entire season. Contact Jeremy 
van Meter at 507-467-2905 ext. 
211 to learn more about these 
opportunities.

WE CAN’T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU!

—Jon & Mary Hart
      Decorah, IA
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CURRENT MDC DONORS
THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

The following households have made an annual pledge at the specified level for a period of ten years. 
+Donors marked with a plus sign are members of the Commonweal Theatre Legacy Society.

$2,000-$3,999
Candace & David Arp
David Bange
Sheri Borcherding 
	 in memory of Jack
Janet & Bob Calander
Stephen Carmichael 
	 & Susan Stoddard
Phil & Heidi Dybing+ 
Laura & George Fix
Mary Burrichter
Scott Koon & Merrie Bremer
Don & Valerie McManimon
Ken and Sally Mogren+
Stephen & Julie Troutman

$1,000-$1,999
 per year

Blake & Beth Abdella
Angie Amsbaugh
Bruce Bailey
Stephen & Martha 
	 Bartenhagen
Kenneth Baughman 
	 & Leandra Sunseri
Barb & Larry Berge
Donna Bond
Michael Bostwick 
	 & Connie Williams
Char & Michael Brown
Dan Christianson
Hal Cropp 
	 & Adrienne Sweeney
David & Karen Danielson
Jon & Chris DeVries
Ron & Rae Evenson
John Gaddo & Nancy North
Maureen & Lou Guillou
Janet & Dennis Haller
Jon & Mary Hart
Jay & Deborah Heiken
Beth Hennessy & Tom Barnes
Dennis Heussner 
	 in memory of Connie
Willa & Dave Holger
Janine Holter
Robert & Renee Jacobson
Janet & John Johnson
Mark & Kris Litzow 
Lee & Ione Loerch
Brian McConnell
Chris Miller & Hank Taxis
Gail & Phillip Minerich
Kurt Neuenfeld 
	 & David Watson
Linnea & Tom Nicol
LeAnn & Gary Olson
Richard & Peggy Perry
Deborah & Ken Pitzen
Chuck & Helene Rehm
Charles Ruen
David & Joan Ruen
Kevin & Leela Scattum
Dale & Sue Scobie
Mark & Dee Seaquist
Jim Sheeley    
Kyle & Julie Stierwalt 
Burton & Nancy Svendsen
Julie & David Warner
Nina & Christopher Wendt

Tom Woxland & Carol Birkland

$500-$999 per year
Bari & Peter Amadio
American Legion Post #40 
	 Lanesboro
Barb Soma  
	 ℅ Amish Experience 
Barb Soma  
	 ℅ E2 Boutique
Rose Marie 
	 & Horace J. Andersen
Paul & Sue Anderson
Charles & Vonnie Aug
Mark & Kelly Baer
Duane & Angel Bakke
Gene & Renee Bergstrom
Dave Beal & Carol Berteotti
Becky Becker
JoEllen & Dean Blegen
David Boen
Michaeleen Bonner 
	 & Scott Gottfried
Donald & Pat Borcherding
Terry & Renae Boydston
Heide Buettner
Charlotte Carey
David & Brenda Carlson
Paul and Bridget Carns
Elaine Case & Bill Wiktor
Joseph & Sara Chase
Tami Christianson
John & Jane Ciecko
Glee & Gordon Claussen
Carol & Sheldon Clay
Sonja Cook
Paul Cooper
Jeanne Cornish
Jeff & Lavon Court
Dr. Michael Cropp
Betty & Larry Danielson
Jean Daywitt & Greg Murphy
Norman & Janette Decker
Michael Bigelow Dixon
Carol & John Engel
Christopher & Elizabeth Engel
Hisako Y. & Dale Eppen
Carmen Fingerson
Lynn Fink
Anne Flynn & Jon Buggs
Dean & Marie French
Jill Frieders
Dick & Marge Fuller
Robert Gaines
Lee & Suzan Gass
Gary & Elaine Gassett
William & Laura Gentry
Sarah & Bill Goff
Martha & Jim Griesheimer
Paul & Louanne Hamann 
Robyn Hansen 
Chris & Jessica Hanson
Janice Heikes & Lee Zook
Paul & Jessica Hemenway
Linda & David Hennessey
Carol Heyl
Craig & Tracy Hurley
Troy & Jenna Iverson
Barbara Jackman
Jane Jamison
Buster & Annette Johnson

Minette & Paul Johnson
Jennifer Johnson 
	 & Tom Fitzpatrick
David & Gail Judisch
Julie & Tim Kiehne
Ross Kiehne
Jay Kim
Ryan, Sara, 
	 & Oliver Kling-Punt
Susan & Lyle Klug
Norb & Nancy Kelly
Marlene & Robert Kohner
Karl & Patricia Knutson
Robert & Sharon Knutson
Helen Kolb
Gordy & Marsha Kuehne
Rachel Kuhnle 
	 & Josiah Laubenstein
Fred & Ruth Kurtz
Dick & Mary Ellen Landwehr
Martha & John Langowski
Connie & Glenn Leckband
Jody & Dale Loeffler
Rayson Lorrey & Wei-Lin Jung
Nancy Martinson 
	 & Jeff Kamm
Dr. Thomas 
	 & Leone Mauszycki
Jay & Cynthia McLaren
Olga & Daniel Michels
Andrea & Eric Miehlisch
Robert Milligan 
	 & Sharon Danes
Wanda & Craig Mitchell
Jerald Molnar 
	 & Terry Lichte-Molnar
Richard & Karen Nance
Linda Nelson & Mike Larsen
Terry & Karen Neneman
Dick & Joan Niemiec
Karl & Julie Noll
Andre & Madeline Novack
Joni & James Osmundson
Joan & Dennis Paulson
David & Becky Pederson
Drew & Cheryl Pellett
Robert & Phyllis Penheiter
Sarah Peterson 
	 ℅ Peterson Creative 
	 Photography & Design
Ann & Noel Peterson
Tom & Peg Pursell
Todd Readinger 
	 & Susan Schultze
Glenice Rhodas
Jarrett Richardson
Stephen & Marilyn Riederer
Dan Ritter
Jose Rivas & Beth Smith
Janis Rockabrand & Jim Wolfe
Bryan & Stephanie Roecker
Daniel & Brenda Rooney
Kent & Juanita Ruby
Richard Rundle
Jane Ryan
Carl Sandquist
Peter & Vicki Torkelson 
	 ℅ Scandinavian Inn 
Fred & Dianne Schjolberg
Jeff & Theresa Schlesinger
Mark & Mari Schreiter

Matt & Stacey Schultz 
Jimmy Schwichtenberg
Jessica Schwier
Linda Sifford & Tom Sautter
Marilyn Silver in memory 
	 of Howard Silver
Brian & Betty Singer-Towns
Kathleen & Delbert Smith 
Jeanette Sobania 
	 & Pam Nelms
Charlie & Ann Sparks
Kim & Caren Stelson
Rick & Cheryl Lamon 
	 ℅ Stone Mill Hotel 
	 and Suites
Julie & Kevin Sutter 
Linda Tacke
Edward Taylor
Dave & Marti Gray 
	 ℅ James A. Thompson 	
	 House
Daryl Thompson
Karl & Nicole Unnasch
Violet Walk
Joyce Walker
Chris Walters-Smith 
	 & Heather Quisenberry
Sandy & David Webb
Bette & David Weinmann
Joel, Julie & Andrew Young

$150-$499 per year
Karen Acker
Laura Adamson
Jane Afseth  
	 & Dwight Scrabeck
Shirley & Mark Ahlquist
David & Lori Bakke 
	 ℅ Granny’s Liquor
Russell & Cathryn Baldner 
Diane & David Banner
Kathryn & Brad Benke
Harvey Benson 
	 & Bonita Underbakke
Jim Boeding
Bertha Boyum
Joanne Broady
Kathryn Burch
Bill & Diane Burdt
Stela Burdt & Kieran Dixon
John & Sandra Castek
Ron & Nancy Christensen
George Cipov
Debra Collum
Carlo Cuesta & Dana Gillespie
Joe Deden & Mary Bell
Joseph & Lois Duffy
Jean Ellingson
Mary Jo Ellingson
Claire Ennis
Elizabeth & James Fritz
Shirley Gangstad
Dory Gardner & John Boeker
Bonnie Gibson
Richard & Diane Haight
Bill & Eileen Harguth
LeRoy & Kathie Haynes
Linda Hyde 
Michele & Robert Jersak
Linda G. Johnson
Mary & Ron Kaser
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CURRENT INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
(Jan—Dec 2024)

MORE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

To make a donation please visit www.CommonwealTheatre.org, or send your check to  
Commonweal Theatre, PO Box 15, Lanesboro, MN 55949. Be sure to write “donation” on the memo line.

Janelle Kelleher
Annette & Richard Kiehne
James Kunz
Susan & Ron Kurth
Reginald & Jerilyn Laursen
Richard & Penny Leake
Marian Maciej-Hiner
Timothy Mackey
Wendy Mattison
Lynn Meyer
Gary Olson
Kenneth & Sharon Olson
Jim Parker & Kay Nelson
Megan Pence
Pat Reymann
Steven & Pam Ristau
Dave & Nancy Runningen
Gretchen Schade
Bruce & Kathy Schott
Lynne Sootheran 
	 & Kent Simmonda
Michael Speck
Stephen Strickler
Margaret & Bob Vagts
Jeremy van Meter 
	 & Catie Glynn
Philip Wayne-Davis 
Kay Wold

SCOTT DIXON 
MEMORIAL FUND

*In 2018, we created The 
Scott Dixon Memorial Fund 
to honor our dear friend and 
colleague who moved to a 
place where cancer could no 
longer hurt him. Year-to-date 
donations to the fund stand 
at $42,100+ from more than 
500 individual donors. To 
learn more and to make a 
contribution, please visit the 
Support page of our website.

INSTITUTIONAL 
DONORS, 

UNDERWRITERS & 
SHOW SPONSORS

F&M Community Bank
Mayo Clinic Community 
Engagement
Gundersen Health Systems
Minnesota State Arts Board
The McKnight Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
The Southeast Minnesota 
Initiative Foundation
Ace Communication Group 
(AcenTek)
Houston Dental Clinic
Merchants Bank of Lanesboro
Nethercut Schieber Attorneys
POET Bioprocessing

Audacious Raw Theatre
Niagara Cave
Pedal Pushers Cafe

MDC members who 
gave an additional 
amounts over and 

above their pledged 
annual level of  

support:
 

Angel & Duane Bakke
Annette & Richard Kiehne
Bill & Diane Burdt
Bonnie Gibson
Bruce Bailey
Burton & Nancy Svendsen
Carol Heyl
Chris & Jessica Hanson
Chuck & Vonnie Aug
Claire Ennis
Connie Williams & Michael 
Bostwick
Dale & Sue Scobie
Daryl Thompson
David Bange
David Boen
Deborah & Ken Pitzen
Donna Bond
Dr. Michael Cropp

Edward Taylor
Fred & Ruth Kurtz
Gary Olson
Glenice Rhodas
Hal Cropp & Adrienne 
Sweeney
Heide Buettner
Heidi & Phil Dybing
Helen Kolb
Henry Taxis & Christine Miller
Ione & Lee Loerch
James Kunz
Janet & John Johnson
Janine Holter
Jean Ellingson
Jeanette Sobania 
	 & Pam Nelms
Jeremy van Meter 
	 & Catie Glynn
Jeri & Reg Laursen
Jim Sheeley
Joan & Dennis Paulson
Joe & Lois Duffy
Karen Acker
Karl & Julie Noll
Kathie & LeRoy Haynes
Kathryn Burch

Kenneth Baughman 
	 & Leandra Sunseri
Kevin & Leela Scattum
Laura & George Fix
Linda & David Hennessey
Louanne & Paul Hamann
Lynn Fink
Marilyn Silver
Martha & John Langowski
Maureen & Lou Guillou
Michael Bigelow Dixon & 
Sullivan Canaday White
Michaeleen Bonner 
	 & Scott Gottfried
Pat Reymann
Rachel Kuhnle 
	 & Josiah Laubenstein
Robert & Renee Jacobson
Sally & Ken Mogren
Sarah & John Peterson
Scott & Angie Taylor
Sonja Cook
Stephen & Julie Troutman
Stephen & Martha 
	 Bartenhagen
Stephen Carmichael 
	 & Susan Stoddard

donors - THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

LEGACY GIVING
We could not do what we do without the 
generosity of annual gifts. But what if we 
had a fund that would allow us to do even 
more extraordinary things? We do have 
that fund. It’s The Commonweal Theatre 
Company Endowment Fund held at Thrivent 
Charitable. One of the best ways to support 
the endowment is to make a planned gift. A 
planned gift is one that sits in a different box 
from the charitable giving we do through 
the year. People put planned gifts in wills or 
estate plans as a way to ensure they can 
support the life of the organization they love 
with gifts that continue to grow long after 
they’re gone. 

Learn about the many ways to make a 
planned gift today. You may email Jeremy van 
Meter at jeremyvm@commonwealtheatre.
org. You can also contact Thrivent Charitable 
directly at thriventcharitable@thrivent.com or 
by calling 800-365-4172.

Connect with the Commonweal
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Steven & Pam Ristau
Suzan & Lee Gass
Tracy & Craig Hurley
Willa & Dave Holger
William & Laura Gentry

INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS

Aimee Chastain
Alan & Kay Smith
Alan Allbee
Alan Bailey
Amber Spanier
Amy & Val Cordry
Amy Johnson
Amy Kotsenas
Amy Marshall
Andrea Hansen 
	 & Curtis Miller
Andrea & Richard Frick
Andre Montgomery
Andrew & JoAnna Pruett
Angela Plambeck
Ann & Mark Thompson
Ann E. Meldahl
Anne & Greg Yakle
Anne Acker
Anne Koschmeder
Anne Marie 
	 & Keith Kramlinger
Ann Fields
Annie Cady
Ann Wynia
Anya Golovko
April Hubbard
Ardith Brown
Arnold & Kay Fockler
Art & Mary Ann Ekern
Austin Long
Barbara & Joel Mielke
Barbara Beeman
Barbara McLeod
Barb Burchill
Barb Illies
Barb Teska
Bart Hebert
Barton & Pam Seebach
Becky Lee
Benno Sand
Bernadette Reinhart
Beth Richardson
Betsy Lane-Getaz
Robert & Marilynn Larson
Bob & Pat Fiedler
Bob Wittrock
Bonnie & Joel Hulsing
Bonnie Prinsen
Bonnie Sonnek
Brandon Zembal & Tanea 
Mahanna
Brian Aldrich
Bruce Nelson & Barb Watts
Bruce & Janet Nelson
Bruce & Lori Nicklay
Buford Faust
Carey Marshall
Carla Noack
Carl Lindberg
Carol Ann Lindenfelser
Carol Dixon
Carol Tack
Carolyn & Tom Smith
Caryl Exner
Cathy Pergrino

Chad Stowers
Charles Gauthier
Cherie Hales
Christiana Lundholm
Christine Havlik
Christine Mattison
Christine Stocke
Christopher & Suzanne Colby
Christopher Brauckman
Cindy & Gage Andretta
Connie Kulik Morgan
Craig Dunn & Candice Hart
Craig Johnson
Cynthia & Gregg Huggenvik
Dale Wulf
Dan & Vicki Anderson
Dana Puffer & Paula Zollman
Darlene Kozarek
Darlene Schober
David & Candy Gislason
David & Gail Wood
Dave & Judy Young
David Shaffer & Sheila Frost
David Astin
David Brockway
David Mosher
Deb & Brian Benoy
Deb & Mike Resman
Debbie Burgess
Debbie Thompson
Deborah Price
Debra & Douglas Dewanz
Debra Davis
Delia Bell
Dennis Magnuson
Diane & Norbert Lovstuen
Diane Carriveau
Dick & Betsy Tompkins
Dimitra Andreadaki
Dinah Swain
Dinah Zebot
Donald A. Nelson
Don Paulson
Doris Cogelow
Doug & Anita Cole
Doug & Diana Lawrence
Dr. Theresa Incagnoli 
	 & Bill McNeely
Dwight Raatz
Earl Hammell 
	 & Kris Anderson
Edward & Karel Moersfelder
Edward Shafer
Elizabeth Stewart 
	 & Paul Zellweger
Elizabeth Engelman
Ellen & Yehuda Cohen
Ellen Macdonald
Ellen Rasmussen
Elliott Puckette
Fae Wilson
Florinus Kooyman
Fred Smith & La Rae Roder
Gale Nelson
Gary Loff
Gayle & Richard Garrity
George & Virginia Severson
Georgia Doolittle
Gerald & Bonnie Burns
Geri & Russ Farnsworth
Gio Zett
Gordon & Jan Pohlman
Greg Schieber 
	 & Jenica Zimmerman
Gregory Voth
Harlan & Mary Bisbee

Harlan & Sonja Satrom
Harriet Lawston
Heidi & Larry Chladek
Heidi Henderson
Ingrid Iverson
Isa Leigh
Jacinta Browne 
	 & Andrew Fagan
Jack Siegellak
Jacyln Johnson 
	 & Jonathan Levine
Jacqueline Kartman
James Eberhard
James Eich
James Leth
Jan & Frank Spoden
Jane & Dennis Timmerman
Janet & Tom Munger
Janette Ruth Syvertsen
Jarred Huiras
Jarret Johnson
Jarret Johnson
Jason Wagner
Jean & Don Hanson
Jean Bumgardner
Jeanne & David Wright
Jeff & Jill Dickson
Jeff Leland
Jeffrey Hatcher
Jenine Jordahl
Jennifer & David Klutch
Jennifer Russell
Jennifer Tongen
Jeri Sebo
Jerry & Nancy Gartner
Jill Sicheneder
Jim & Gladdie Hebl
Jim Destiche
Jo Seton & Brad Wronski
Joel & Kathryn Anderson
John Luehr & Franny Barry
John & Jean Corley
John Falb
John Long
John Nagel
John Quinlan
Jo Marie Thompson 
	 & Robert Larson
Jordan Hunchis
Joseph & Joan Francois
Joseph Gray
Joseph Keyes
Joseph Schmidt
Joyce & Drew Meyer
Joyce Esquivel
Joyce Rasing
Judi & Richard Bergen
Judy & David Jacobson
Judy Trousdell
Judy Wright Berg
Julie Aldrich
Julie Ann Nevill
Julie Freyberg
Julie Noethe
Julie Rath
Julie Sobolewski
Julie Van Berkum
Karen Buggs
Karen Greenslade
Karen Murphy
Kari Berg
Karina Thompson
Karl & Roxanne Podratz
Karl & Susan Krecke
Karl Schilling
Kate Barr

Kathie & LeRoy Haynes
Kathleen Lindblad
Kathleen Lindblad
Kathryn & Gary Wade
Kathy Maclaughlin 
	 & Mike Augustin
Kathy Maderscheid
Katie Stodd Knapp
Kay Robinson
Kelli Venzke
Ken Edstrom
Ken Edstrom
Ken Kidd
Kent & Cindy Hofer
Kent & Janice Johnson
Kent & Karen Bonte
Kent Swan
Kerry Eversole 
	 & Cindy Cordes
Kevin & Leela Scattum
Kevin Drake
Kim & Jean Pierre Menard
Kimberly Zimmerman
Kim Rice
Kirsten Ruen
Kristine & Michael Larson
Kristine Alswager
Kristin Edwards
Kristine Lloyd
Kristin Propson
Kristin Raab
Lance Pogones
Larry Boyes
Larry Iverson
Laura & David Martin
Laura Demuth
Laurie Roberts & Cody Beyer
Laurie White
Leo & Candice Bijnagte
Leslie & Vicki Demmer
Leslie Levine
Lil Robinson
Linda & Dave Harvey
Linda & Joe Kastantin
Linda & Ron Lyman
Linda Ainsworth
Linda Long
Lindy & Steve 
	 Borske-Hubbard
Linnea Sodergren
Lisa & Patrick Luetmer
Lisa Simons
Liz Wilson-Lopp
Lizzy Andretta
LuAnne Huber
Lucus Danckwart
Lynda Dahl
Lynne & Willard Jacobson
Lynne Kirklin
Margaret Cassidy
Margaret Drury
Margaret Loney
Margaret Wood
Marilyn Ezdon
Marilyn Harstad
Mark & Christine 	
	 Gowdy-Jaehnig
Mark & Denise Stegall
Mark & Gay Herzberg
Mark & Mary Moffitt
Mark & Nancy Goodman
Mark Hermann
Marlene Michel
Marty & Patricio Aleman
Mary Lee Eischen 
	 & Bob Stuber

donors - THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY
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Mary Lewis
Mary Meester
Mary Moxness
Mary Peterson
Mary Picard & John DuFresne
Mary Schmidt
Mary Waudby
Matthew King

Maureen Sullivan 
	 & Tom Schauer
Maureen Johnson
Max & Linda Quaas
Melinda Quivik
Melissa Mazur 
	 & Jodi Pritchard
Melissa Dubois
Merritt Olsen
Michael Aakre
Michael Austin
Michael Bigelow Dixon 
	 & Sullivan Canady White
Michael Cushing
Michael Fitzpatrick
Michael Litterer
Michael Stewart
Michelle Kunz
Mike & Kiki Lane
Mike Lynn
Mike Steuck
Miriam Monasch
Muriel & Jim Pemble
Nancy & Denis Cornell
Nancy & Jim Forman
Nancy & Larry Achterhoff
Nancy O. Brubaker
Nancy English
Nancy Toensing
Nathan Dungan 
	 & Susan Hawks

Nathan Marks
Neera Dahl
Nile & Kay Fellows
Nora Beckjord
Norbert & Heather Johnson
Ole Ryan
Pamela Young
Pat & Mark Anderson
Pat & Paul Julsrud
Pat Cedar
Pat Horst
Patricia McCleese 
	 & John Davenport
Patricia Kummeth
Patricia Olson
Patricia Pease
Patricia Stockdale
Patrick & Linda Smith
Pat Tieskoetter
Louanne O’Brien
Paul & Sue Anderson
Pauline Christensen
Paul K. Schulte
Paul Kiehne
Peter Moore
Peter Watkins
Phil & Pam Iasevoli
Phil Albu
Rachel Hart
Rebekah Leonhart
Richard Carter
Rick & Susan Grooters
Rivka Kelly
Robert “Rocky” Shutter
Robert & Karen Abele
Robert & Mary Rasmussen
Roberta & Marvin Bringe
Robert Angelici
Robin Doroshow 
	 & Richard Kronfeld

Robin Noel
Rod & Miriam Patton
Roger Knudson
Ron & Michele Myrom
Ron & Susan Angle
Ronnie Sandvig
Rose Eddy
Rosemary Broughton
Rosie Johnson
Russell Erickson
Russ Mettler
Ruth Kuhn
Sally Affeldt
Sally Butwin
Sandy & Tom Giles
Sandy Drexler
Sarah & Kingsley Roberts
Sarah Liddy
Scott & Sarah Sailer
Scott A. Ziebell
Scott Ramsey
Scott Yess
Shane Perry
Sharon Ashley
Sheila & Leah Higbe
Sheila & Steve Arnold
Sherry & Marc Nichols
Shirley & John Stanich
Shreyasee Amin
Stephanie Lindholm
Stephen & Cindy 
	 Peterson-Wlonski
Stephen Minnema 
	 & Deborah Buffton
Stephen Houtz
Steve & Kaye Tufte
Steve & Marlene Maloney
Steve and Ann Thompson
Steve Cary

Steven Herrick 
	 & Pamela Kranzler
Steven & Sandra Hunt
Steven Hoffmeyer
Steven Webster
Steven Weekley
Stewart Corn
Sue & Joe Banken
Sue Carlson
Suzanne Toce
Sylvester Sterioff
Tamara & TiAnna DeGarmo
Tamara Marks 
	 & Bryn Geerdes
Tara Vanderzee
Teresa Lauth
Terrisa & Bob Fisher
Terry & Lisa Sanford
Therese Durkin
Thomas Oliva
Thomas Roeder
Tim & Jody Ruen
Tim & Susan Palmer
Tim Lenartz
Tim Sailer
Tina Derrick
Tom & Joann Van Meter
Tony & Carol Wells
Tony Chladek
Tony Stevens
Troy Grossman
Vern Riddle & Jennifer Wood
Vicki French
Vicki Lichty
Joan & Wayne Finnegan
Wayne Bjorlie
Welland Scripps
William & Judy Smithson
William Duwell

donors - THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

www.rochesterrep.org
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THINGS TO DO
Experience bluff country by trail or water!
• Root River Bike Trail: 60 miles of paved trail
• Bluff Country Scenic Byway
• Root River fishing, tubing, canoeing

PLACES TO STAY
• Inns, campgrounds, vacation rentals

PLACES TO EAT
• Many local favorites

PLACES TO SHOP
• Basic necessities or items unique to the Valley

VALLEY
Visit  theVisit  the

Rushford Peterson Valley, a hidden gem in 
scenic bluff country with space to breathe and 

explore! Located 14 miles east of Lanesboro
on scenic Highway 16.

For a full list of activities and events, visit www.rushfordpetersonvalley.com



by William Shakespeare

A legendary classic

C o m m o n w e a l  T h e a t r e  C o m p a n y  P r e s e n t s

P r o f e s s i o n a l   l i v e   t h e a t r e

KING
LEAR

September 13–November 2

JOIN US THIS FALL FOR 
A FIERCE DRAMA ON 
FAMILY AND POWER.



Beautiful
portrait   Art for your home.

Contact Sarah today to schedule your session. 
Sarah Peterson, M. Photog., Certified Professional Photographer

www.petersoncreativephoto.com  |  507.421.9906
 petersoncreative   petersoncreative   petersoncreativ

Families  |  Senior Year  |  Reunions  |  Children

Photography & Design
Peterson Creative
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