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WELCOME TO THE COMMONWEAL! 

HAL CROPP
Producing Artistic Director

Welcome to the fourth production of our 2024 season: John Patrick Shanley’s 
Doubt: A Parable. This is a play that has been on our radar since we first 
produced Mr. Shanley’s Outside Mullingar to great acclaim in 2015. It rose in 
consideration to make it to our ill-fated slate of plays for 2020, a season which 
fell under the sword of the global pandemic. 

Now it is finally making its way to our stage this fall. The play speaks to 
me personally as an insightful exploration of faith: both in its relationship 
to both perception and its role in our modern society. Plus, it has the benefit 
of offering four “juicy” challenges for our actors. This is also another of our 
offerings that promises to stimulate many interesting conversations on the 
drive (or walk) home. 

An added benefit is that it will serve as a 
great companion piece to our midsummer 
offering, the zany Neil Simon farce Rumors 
and a table setter for our holiday offering 
Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley, a 
holiday journey into Jane Austen land. So 
do enjoy.

The Commonweal Theatre Company is a member 
of Minnesota Citizens for the Arts and a constituent 
member of Theatre Communications Group. This 

activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota 
through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts 

Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from 
the arts and cultural heritage fund.

208 Parkway Avenue N., P.O. Box 15
Lanesboro, Minnesota 55949
(800)657-7025 • (507)467-2525

Commonwealtheatre.org

Drood, 2022
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the cOMpAnY

LIZZY ANDRETTA (she/her) 
Actor/Development Associate/Dixon House Artist Residence Manager
This Season: Mary (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), Rachel (The Outsider), 
Cassie (Rumors); Co-Props Design (Ugly Lies the Bone)
Commonweal Highlights: Amalia (She Loves Me), Senga (Dancing Lessons), Meg 
(Leading Ladies), Rosa (The Mystery of Edwin Drood), Gabriella (Boeing Boeing), 
Mina (Dracula: Prince of Blood), Mrs. Kendal (The Elephant Man); choreographer 
(Peter and the Starcatcher, Stones in His Pockets, and A Christmas Carol (2021))
Education: MFA in Acting from the East 15 Acting School; BS from Skidmore College

Company Member 
Since 2017

Company Member 
Since 2022

Actor/Designer/Technical Director & Facilities Manager
This Season: Stevie (Ugly Lies the Bone), Scenic Design (The Outsider); Co-Scenic 
Design (Rumors and Doubt); Mr. Darcy (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights:  Sipos (She Loves Me), Edmond Rostand (Bernhardt/
Hamlet), White Knight (Alice in Winter Wonderland); Scenic Design (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. 
Hyde); Props Design (Deathtrap and Good People) Other Credits: Chicago credits 
include: Banquo in Macbeth for Theatre-Y; and Tech Director for several Hell in a 
Handbag Productions
Education: BA Honors Theatre, University of Tennessee-Knoxville
“Here’s to another year of sharing stories with this wonderful community!”

CODY BEYER (he/him) 

THE ARTIST/ADMINISTRATOR MODEL
The Commonweal Theatre operates under a unique model in which all 
resident company members have specifi c, non-artistic responsibilities in 
addition to their artistic projects. This innovative approach has a great many 
benefi ts, most recently illustrated by the fact that we were able to keep our 
team fully employed throughout the pandemic, allowing us to reopen our 
doors and once again bring you professional live theatre at the earliest 
possible opportunity—one of the fi rst theaters in the nation to do so. 

NOV 16—DEC 22

by Lauren Gunderson 
and Margot Melcon

Make plans today to see

We’re hosting a digital 
bookclub for 

“Pride and Prejudice.” 
Visit our blog page 

for information.
Visit our blog page 

for information.
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the cOMpAnY

Producing Artistic Director
This Season: Arthur Vance (The Outsider), Ernie (Rumors)
Commonweal Highlights: favorite roles have been in Ghostwriter, Dracula, Outside 
Mullingar, Sherlock Holmes, The Drawer Boy, To Kill A Mockingbird, Picasso at the 
Lapin Agile, Christmas Carol, Groucho, and Talley’s Folly. Select directing credits 
include Headspace Theatre, Peter and the Starcatcher, Brand, Heartland Portrait, Wild 
Duck, Measure for Measure, Peer Gynt, Hedda Gabler, A Midnight Dreary, Enchanted 
April, Ghosts, Little Shop of Horrors Other Credits: He was the Sally Irvine Award 
winner for Initiative (2006) and has served on the Lanesboro City Council, Economic 
Development Authority, and Chamber Board of Directors
Education: MFA National Theatre Conservatory; MBA Santa Clara University; AB 
Brown University

Company Member 
Since 1992

HAL CROPP (he/they)

Props and Sound Designer/Properties Manager and IT Technician
This Season: Co-Props Design (Ugly Lies the Bone), Sound Design (The Outsider), 
Props Design (Rumors, Doubt).
Commonweal Highlights: Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, Women in Jeopardy!, Deathtrap, 
Bernhardt/Hamlet, Alice in Winter Wonderland, Good People, The Mystery of Edwin 
Drood, Leading Ladies Other Credits: The Other Place, My Way: A Frank Sinatra 
Tribute, The Wild Party, The Party 
Education: BCompSc, Pennsylvania College of Technology; BFA in Dramatic Writing 
at Savannah College of Art and Design

Company Member 
Since 2022

SARA HUESER (she/her)

Actor/Music Director/Director of Administration
This Season: Kacie (Ugly Lies the Bone), Sound Designer (Rumors), Music Director 
(Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley) 
Commonweal Highlights: Liz (Women in Jeopardy!), Ritter (She Loves Me), Jeanie 
(Good People), Madame Flo (Souvenir), Woody Guthrie’s American Song, Crimes 
of the Heart, Zombies from the Beyond, A Midnight Dreary, Harvey, and Man of La 
Mancha; Sound Design (Scott Dixon’s Dracula: Prince of Blood) Other Credits: music 
director, sound designer, freelance musician
Education: Proud graduate of Luther College with studies in music and theatre
“Living my role of a lifetime as a mother, with much love to our community for 
holding our family up.” #TeamScottyForever

Company Member 
Since 2001

STELA BURDT (she/her) 

Actor/Director/Intimacy Director/Director of Production
This Season: Intimacy Director (Ugly Lies the Bone), Paige (The Outsider), Director 
(Rumors), Jane (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Elizabeth (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde), Director (Deathtrap, 
Leading Ladies), Margie (Good People), Alice Nutting (The Mystery of Edwin Drood)
Other Credits: Jaclyn has performing, playwriting, directing, and designing credits 
with companies such as St. Croix Festival Theatre, Children’s Theatre of Madison, 
Creede Repertory, Riverside Theatre, and Chicago’s UTG Improv Theatre.
Education: BA, Cornell College
“I’d like to thank, for their loving encouragement: my family, friends, spouse, and 
our pets. And thank you for supporting the arts—specifi cally your support of the 
uniquely healing community of theatre.”

Company Member 
Since 2020

JACLYN JUNE JOHNSON (she/they)
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the cOMpAnY

Production Stage Manager/Administrative Team Associate
This Season:  Rehearsal Stage Manager (Ugly Lies the Bone, The Outsider, Rumors, 
Doubt); Performance Stage Manager (Rumors); Intimacy Coordinator (Miss Bennet: 
Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Rehearsal Stage Manager (She Loves Me and Dr. Jekyll 
& Mr. Hyde); Rehearsal/Performance Stage Manager (Deathtrap) Other Credits:
stage management and directing with: Austin Shakespeare, Jarrott Productions, 
ScriptWorks (Austin, TX); Broom Street Theatre, Children’s Theatre of Madison, 
Forward Theater, Music Theatre of Madison, and StageQ (Madison, WI)
Education: BA in Gender & Women’s Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison
“Much love to my kitties: Rosalind, Beatrice, Mercutio, and Tybalt.”

Company Member 
Since 2023

ISABELLA ANASTASIA LEIGH (she/her)

Actor/Assistant Stage Manager/Production & Administrative Associate
This Season:  Assistant Stage Manager (Ugly Lies the Bone), A.C. Petersen (The 
Outsider), Co-Scenic Designer (Doubt), Arthur de Bourgh (Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley
Commonweal Highlights: Arpad Laszlo (She Loves Me), Michal (The Pillowman), 
Deputy/Nick Cricker II (The Mystery of Edwin Drood)
Education: BS in Theatre Arts, Minnesota State University, Mankato
“Thank you to the people who hear, and further thanks for the people who listen.”

Company Member 
Since 2022

JOHN B. NICOL (he/him)

Actor/Sound Designer/Marketing Team Associate/Video Editor/Literary Manager 
This Season: Sound Designer (Ugly Lies the Bone and Miss Bennet: Christmas at 
Pemberley), Dave (The Outsider) 
Commonweal Highlights: Georg (She Loves Me), Jack/Stephanie (Leading Ladies), 
Bernard (Boeing Boeing)
Education: MFA in Acting, University of South Carolina 
“A very special thank you to my lovely wife, Rachel, and all the love in the world to 
my two children, Franny & Jude.” 

Company Member 
Since 2018

JOSIAH LAUBENSTEIN (he/him)

Stage Manager/Dramaturg/Designer/Production Team Associate
This Season: Assistant Stage Manager/Props Design (The Outsider), Co-Scenic 
Design and Intimacy Coordinator (Rumors), Sound Design/Performance Stage Man-
ager (Doubt); Stage Manager (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: The Eff ect, She Loves Me, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, Women 
in Jeopardy!  Other Credits: Quad City Area Credits include: director (The God of 
Vengeance); stage manager (Cabaret, Ride the Cyclone); assistant director (The 
Threepenny Opera, The Mountaintop); dramaturg at The Spotlight Theatre
Education: BA in Theatre History and Tech & Design, Augustana College
“All my love and gratitude to Isa, Eli, Clarke, and my wonderful family.”

Company Member 
Since 2023

SYNTH MANUEL (they/them)

ASK AT THE BOX OFFICE ABOUT OUR ASSISTED-
LISTENING DEVICES, SPECIAL SEATING FOR THOSE 
WITH MOBILITY IMPAIRMENTS, ASL-INTERPRETED 
PERFORMANCES AND  VISUAL DESCRIPTION FOR 
THE SIGHT-IMPAIRED.
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Actor/Choreographer/Development Associate
This Season:  Jess (Ugly Lies the Bone), Chris (Rumors), Elizabeth (Miss Bennet: 
Christmas at Pemberley), Intimacy Coordinator (The Outsider)
Commonweal Highlights: Eight Shoppers (She Loves Me), Myra (Deathtrap), Assis-
tant Director (Bernhardt/Hamlet), The Dutchess (Alice in Winter Wonderland), and 
Choreographer (The Mystery of Edwin Drood) Other Credits: Chicago credits from 
A Red Orchid Theatre, Facility Theatre, Hell in a Handbag, and Theatre Y. Cincinnati 
credits include Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Know Theatre, and Cincinnati 
Fringe Festival (recipient of the 2015 Producer’s Pick.) Laurie has also worked as an 
acting teacher, movement director, and choreographer.
Education: MFA, University of South Carolina; BA, University of Washington
“Love to my husband, Cody, & the fl oof-babies: Duke Orsino & Meriadoc Brandybuck.”

Company Member 
Since 2022

LAURIE ROBERTS (she/her)

Stage Manager/Front of House Supervisor
This Season:  Assistant to Costume Designer (Ugly Lies The Bone, Rumors), Perfor-
mance Stage Manager (The Outsider) 
Commonweal Highlights: Performance Stage Manager (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde), 
Performance Stage Manager (Good People), Costume Design (The Complete Work 
of William Shakespeare…), Costume Designer (I Love to Eat), Assistant Stage 
Manager (On the Verge) Other Credits: Stage Manager (Doniphan Dance Project), 
Conference Manager (American College Dance Association - South); Makeup Artist 
(The Wonder of the World... currently in post production)
Education: BA in Theatre & Film, University of Mississippi

Company Member 
Since 2019

JODI RUSHING (they/she)

Actor/Assistant Director of Marketing
This Season:  Kelvin (Ugly Lies the Bone), Ken (Rumors), dialect coach (Miss Ben-
net: Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, She Loves Me, Leading Ladies, 
The Mystery of Edwin Drood, An Enemy of the People, The Rainmaker Other 
Credits: More than 50 roles across 35 plays at the American Shakespeare Center 
in Staunton, VA; Utah, Houston, and Texas Shakespeare Festivals; Park Square 
Theatre; Theater L’Homme Dieu; audiobook narrator
Education: MFA in Acting, University of Houston
“We must risk delight.” – poet Jack Gilbert

Company Member 
Since 2021 

(plus 2009-2011)

TIM SAILER (he/him)

Actor/Designer/Light & Sound Technician/Marketing Associate
This Season: Projection Design & Performance Stage Manager (Ugly Lies the Bone), 
Lighting Design (The Outsider), Glenn (Rumors), Charles Bingley (Miss Bennet: 
Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Waiter (She Loves Me), Cliff ord (Deathtrap), Stevie (Good 
People), Nick Cricker/Durdles (The Mystery of Edwin Drood) Other Credits: Riff  Raff  
(The Rocky Horror Show) at New Minowa Players in Decorah; Amos Hart (Chicago) 
at Luther College
Education: BA in Theatre, Luther College
“Thanks to my mentor, professor, and good friend Jeff  Dintaman for his years of 
support and sharing of knowledge that got me to where I am today.”

ALEX SCHLESINGER (they/them)

Company Member 
Since 2021
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Actor/Associate Artistic Director/Director of External Communications
This Season:  Louise (The Outsider), Cookie (Rumors), Props Design (Christmas at 
Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Sarah Bernhardt (Bernhardt/Hamlet), Women in Jeopar-
dy!, (Berthe) Boeing Boeing, Sylvia
Education:  MFA in Acting, University of Arizona 
“Thank you for choosing to be here.”Company Member 

Since 2001

ADRIENNE SWEENEY (she/her)

Actor/Director of Development
This Season: Ned (The Outsider), Father Flynn (Doubt)
Commonweal Highlights: I Ought to Be in Pictures, Come Back, Dracula: Prince of 
Blood, Outside Mullingar, Brand, The Philadelphia Story Other Credits: Barter The-
atre Actor in Residence; Riverside Shakespeare Festival; Illinois Shakespeare Festi-
val; Great River Shakespeare Festival; Caff eine Theatre (Chicago) Artistic Associate
Education:  MFA in Acting from the University of Iowa
“Wear gratitude like a cloak, and it will feed every corner of your life.” Rumi; “A mil-
lion thanks to you for supporting professional live theatre. And GO Hawkeyes!”

Company Member 
Since 2012

JEREMY van METER (he/him)

the cOMpAnY
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COME IN AND LET
HELP YOU SELECT A TASTY CHOICE!

Open 7 Days a Week!

Oakley  & Lori

www.grannysliquor.com
(507)467-2700•113 Parkway Ave, Lanesboro

OakleyOakley117 Parkway Ave. N.
Lanesboro, MN 55949

(507)467-2994

e2boutiquemn@gmail.com

OFFICE 
HOURS
M,T,W,F: 
9am-6pm

Thursday: 
Closed

102 W. Sheridan St.
Lanesboro, MN 55949

507-467-2629 (24-hr. call 507-450-2466)

No Radio? No Problem!
Get the WPR app for your phone or tablet
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Blu�  View Guest House•Whalan, MN•507-459-3314
Whole House Rental
blu	 view@acegroup.cc
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GET HELP FROM VETERANS CRISIS LINE

BRI ANGLE (she/her, acting apprentice) is thrilled to be joining the Commonweal for 
her first season. Her favorite credits include Nan Carter in Exit, Pursued by a Bear; 
Peter Quince in A Midsummer Night’s Dream; #2 in The Wolves; and Agnes in She 
Kills Monsters. Bri is also a former member and co-director of the improv troupe 
Oddly Appropriate, and has enjoyed bringing fun and fake crime to events through-
out Colorado with Murder Mystery USA and Odd Prop Productions. Bri is a graduate 
of Colorado Mesa University, where she earned her BFA in Acting/Directing.

DYLAN DELAGARDELLE (he/him, technical apprentice) is so excited to be part of the 
Commonweal Apprentice program! Dylan is from West Des Moines, Iowa. He has 
served as stage manager many times for DMACC Ankeny Theater with shows such 
as No Exit, 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and most recently Head Over 
Heels. Dylan is very excited to continue down his path of technical theater and learn 
the most he can during his time at the Commonweal.

ANYA GOLOVKO (she/her, acting apprentice) is thrilled to join the Commonweal 
Theatre for her first professional contract! Anya is an actor, choreographer, and tech-
nician from Houston, Texas. She has recently graduated from Waldorf University 
with a BA—double majoring in Musical Theatre and Theatre Performance. Some of 
her favorite roles include: Bright Star (Margo), Addams Family (Alice), The Fanta-
sticks (Hucklebee), and Checkout Girls (Marge). Anya is a firm believer that every 
performer has to be well rounded in every capacity of theatre, and is thankful for the 
opportunity to share her work and love for theatre.

MAYA SOL MACKEY (she/her, acting apprentice) is exuberant to be making her 
professional acting debut! She is a recent graduate of the University of Montevallo 
2024 BFA Acting Class and is delighted to be joining the Commonweal 2024 ap-
prentice class! Her favorite roles include Dorine in Tartuffe, Loud Stone in Eurydice, 
and Mr. Zyclo in Anon(ymous), all performed at the University of Montevallo. Maya 
hopes to bring truth, compassion, and joy to all her roles. Although a native of 
Alabama, she couldn’t be more excited to experience a season in Minnesota with 
Commonweal!

Meet the 2024–2025 Apprentice Class

The Commonweal Theatre Company offers exciting 10-month apprenticeships 
intended to help young theatre artists transition into the professional world. 
Apprentices serve on either a performance or technical track. Additionally, 
they work alongside company members on the Marketing, Development, and 
Production teams. Because of this rare organizational model, Commonweal 
apprentices experience the full scope of running a nonprofit theatre company. 
It culminates in a final capstone production which is chosen, designed, and 
performed by the apprentice company. 

Selling Fat Cattle 
Market Cows & Bulls 
Wednesday Auctions at 8:30 AM
Selling all classes Livestock
Friday Auctions at 9:00am

Joe Nelson, Owner Cell: 507-450-6763 Barn: 507-467-2192
402 Coffee St E, Lanesboro, MN 55949 • LanesboroSalesCommission.com

Special Feeder Cattle & Bred Cow Auctions
Scheduled thru the Fall & Winter

Stop in for breakfast or lunch at the 
Stockyard Cafe! Open on sale days.

Connect with the Commonweal
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A lovely drive just minutes
from Lanesboro on the
National Scenic Byway
Route 16 & located beside the

Root River
State Bike Trail rushfordinn.com 507-864-2222
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