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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We, at the Commonweal Theatre, acknowledge that we work and gather
on the ancestral lands of the Dakota Nation and other Indigenous
peoples. We recognize these Nations as the original caretakers of this
land and acknowledge the injustices committed against them. We strive to
promote healing and inclusion through storytelling, which is fundamental to
our mission.

As artists in our community we have a responsibility to create a welcoming,
inclusive, and nurturing environment where visitors and community
members can gather and explore big ideas through live theatre. Fostering
such an environment begins with education and reflection. Our Land
Acknowledgement is just one way the Commonweal exercises our
commitment to Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion.

Thank you to the Minnesota Historical Society, Lanesboro Historical Society,
Prairie Island Indian Community, Mississippi Valley Archeology Center, and
Mower County Historical Society for assisting in the research that led to the
formation of ourland Acknowledgement 7 7

FIRE MOUNTAIN FABRICS & SUPPLY
info @firemountainfabrics.com, 6264 Boone Ave N, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428

VICTORIA SCATTERGOOD ¢ WWW.VSCATTERGOOD.COM

Metis artist Victoria Scattergood is inspired by historical ledger drawings which were popular across
the northern and southern plains of Canada and the US. She puts a unique perspective on it, using
actual historical ledger prints from the late 1800s with beautiful, hand drawn animals.



WELCOME TO THE COMMONWEAL'!

Welcome to the final production of our 2024 season, Miss Bennet: Christmas at
Pemberley. We are delighted to share this “spin-off” of the great Jane Austen
novel Pride and Prejudice. And we are eager to learn the further adventures
of the Bennet clan. (And for those of you who are unfamiliar with Austen’s
work, you needn’t worry; this story stands alone on its own just fine.)

Who better to lead us through this entertaining imagining than long-time
director and friend of the Commonweal: Craig Johnson! Craig’s love of all
things English, his facility with actors, and his masterful way of crafting
stories has served the company well, ever since his first voyage with us in
2002 with Ibsen’s A Doll’s House. In our first concept meeting for this play,
Craig shared with the designers that this play is all about “the follies and
foibles of people falling in love and trying to work out what they're life is
going to be.” This is true for those who have yet to find their happily ever after
and those who, apparently, have.

And with that we bid you thanks, wishes
for a joyous holiday season for yourself,
and the sincere hope that you will join us
for our 2025 season, which promises to
fulfill our deepest need for storytelling and
community.

Happy holidays!

HAL CROPP

Producing Artistic Director

m The Commonweal Theatre Company is a member

Vl ‘N of Minnesota Citizens for the Arts and a constituent
) ) member of Theatre Communications Group. This
'/ activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota “‘tﬁ’ﬁ:b'k@"
/ through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts -
4 \‘ Board, thanks to a legislative appropriation from wfodwd e
CLEA the arts and cultural heritage fund. _
WATE 208 Parkway Avenue N., PO. Box 15 —

MINMNESOTA
STATE ARTS BOARD

N
R
LAND & Lanesboro, Minnesota 55949
Y (800)657-7025  (507)467-2525
INT Commonwealtheatre.org
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THE ComPANY

THE ARTIST/ADMINISTRATOR MODEL

The Commonweal Theatre operates under a unique model in which all
resident company members have specific, non-artistic responsibilities in
addition to their artistic projects. This innovative approach has a great many
benefits, most recently illustrated by the fact that we were able to keep our
team fully employed throughout the pandemic, allowing us to reopen our
doors and once again bring you professional live theatre at the earliest
possible opportunity—one of the first theaters in the nation to do so.

LIZZY ANDRETTA (she/her)

Actor/Development Associate/Dixon House Artist Residence Manager
This Season: Mary (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley), Rachel (The Outsider),
Cassie (Rumors); Co-Props Design (Ugly Lies the Bone)
Commonweal Highlights: Amalia (She Loves Me), Senga (Dancing Lessons), Meg
(Leading Ladies), Rosa (The Mystery of Edwin Drood), Gabriella (Boeing Boeing),
Mina (Dracula: Prince of Blood), Mrs. Kendal (The Elephant Man); choreographer
(Peter and the Starcatcher, Stones in His Pockets, and A Christmas Carol (2021))

Company Member

Since 2017 Education: MFA in Acting from the East 15 Acting School; BS from Skidmore College

CODY BEYER (he/him)

Actor/Designer/Technical Director & Facilities Manager

This Season: Stevie (Ugly Lies the Bone), Scenic Design (The Outsider); Co-Scenic
Design (Rumors and Doubt); Mr. Darcy (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Sipos (She Loves Me), Edmond Rostand (Bernhardt/
Hamlet), White Knight (Alice in Winter Wonderland); Scenic Design (Dr. Jekyll & Mr.
Hyde); Props Design (Deathtrap and Good People) Other Credits: Chicago credits
include: Banquo in Macbeth for Theatre-Y; and Tech Director for several Hell in a

Company Member .
sp,-,,cgzozz Handbag Productions

Education: BA Honors Theatre, University of Tennessee-Knoxville
“Here’s to another year of sharing stories with this wonderful community!”

THE 2025 SEASON

The Half-Life of Marie Curie
an ode to friendship by Lauren Gunderson Season Passes

The Angel Next Door are only $130!

a romantic romp Save more than 30%
by Paul Slade Smith
Lone Star Spirits
a small-town comedy They make
by Josh Tobiessen .
great gifts too!
King Lear
a legendary classic
by William Shakespeare Get yours by calling
A Sherlock Carol our box office today!

a merry & mysterious mash-up (800)657—7025
by Mark Shanahan
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THE ComPANY

STELA BURDT (she/her)

Actor/Music Director/Director of Administration
This Season: Kacie (Ugly Lies the Bone), Sound Designer (Rumors), Music Director
(Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley)
Commonweal Highlights: Liz (Women in Jeopardy!), Ritter (She Loves Me), Jeanie
(Good People), Madame Flo (Souvenir), Woody Guthrie’s American Song, Crimes
of the Heart, Zombies from the Beyond, A Midnight Dreary, Harvey, and Man of La
Mancha; Sound Design (Scott Dixon’s Dracula: Prince of Blood) Other Credits: music

Company Member . . ..

Since 2001 director, sound designer, freelance musician

Education: Proud graduate of Luther College with studies in music and theatre

“Living my role of a lifetime as a mother, with much love to our community for
holding our family up.” #TeamScottyForever

HAL CROPP (he/they)
R Producing Artistic Director

This Season: Arthur Vance (The Outsider), Ernie (Rumors)
Commonweal Highlights: favorite roles have been in Ghostwriter, Dracula, Outside
Mullingar, Sherlock Holmes, The Drawer Boy, To Kill A Mockingbird, Picasso at the
Lapin Agile, Christmas Carol, Groucho, and Talley’s Folly. Select directing credits
include Headspace Theatre, Peter and the Starcatcher, Brand, Heartland Portrait, Wild
Comany Vem er Duck, Measure for Measure, Peer Gynt, Hedda Gabler, A Midnight Dreary, Enchanted
Since 1992 April, Ghosts, Little Shop of Horrors Other Credits: He was the Sally Irvine Award
winner for Initiative (2006) and has served on the Lanesboro City Council, Economic
Development Authority, and Chamber Board of Directors
Education: MFA National Theatre Conservatory; MBA Santa Clara University; AB
Brown University

SARA HUESER (she/her)
Props and Sound Designer/Properties Manager and IT Technician
This Season: Co-Props Design (Ugly Lies the Bone), Sound Design (The Outsider),
Props Design (Rumors, Doubt).
Commonweal Highlights: Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, Women in Jeopardy!, Deathtrap,
Bernhardt/Hamlet, Alice in Winter Wonderland, Good People, The Mystery of Edwin
Drood, Leading Ladies Other Credits: The Other Place, My Way: A Frank Sinatra
S Tribute, The Wild Party, The Party

Company Member

Since 2022 Education: BCompSc, Pennsylvania College of Technology; BFA in Dramatic Writing

at Savannah College of Art and Design

JACLYN JUNE JOHNSON (she/they)

Actor/Director/Intimacy Director/Director of Production

This Season: Intimacy Director (Ugly Lies the Bone), Paige (The Outsider), Director
(Rumors).

Commonweal Highlights: Elizabeth (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde), Director (Deathtrap,
Leading Ladies), Margie (Good People), Alice Nutting (The Mystery of Edwin Drood)
Other Credits: Jaclyn has performing, playwriting, directing, and designing credits
with companies such as St. Croix Festival Theatre, Children’s Theatre of Madison,

C Memb, . - .
"”’s’}ﬁZZZDZZ’ " Creede Repertory, Riverside Theatre, and Chicago’s UTG Improv Theatre.

Education: BA, Cornell College
“I'd like to thank, for their loving encouragement: my family, friends, spouse, and
our pets. And thank you for supporting the arts—specifically your support of the

uniquely healing community of theatre.”
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THE ComPANY

JOSIAH LAUBENSTEIN (he/him)

Company Member
Since 2018

Actor/Sound Designer/Marketing Team Associate/Video Editor/Literary Manager

This Season: Sound Designer (Ugly Lies the Bone and Miss Bennet: Christmas at
Pemberley), Dave (The Outsider)

Commonweal Highlights: Georg (She Loves Me), Jack/Stephanie (Leading Ladies),
Bernard (Boeing Boeing)

Education: MFA in Acting, University of South Carolina

“A very special thank you to my lovely wife, Rachel, and all the love in the world to
my two children, Franny & Jude.”

ISABELLA ANASTASIA LEIGH (she/her)

Company Member
Since 2023

Production Stage Manager/Administrative Team Associate

This Season: Rehearsal Stage Manager (Ugly Lies the Bone, The Outsider, Rumors,
Doubt); Performance Stage Manager (Rumors); Intimacy Coordinator (Miss Bennet:
Christmas at Pemberley)

Commonweal Highlights: Rehearsal Stage Manager (She Loves Me and Dr. Jekyll
& Mr. Hyde); Rehearsal/Performance Stage Manager (Deathtrap) Other Credits:
stage management and directing with: Austin Shakespeare, Jarrott Productions,
ScriptWorks (Austin, TX); Broom Street Theatre, Children’s Theatre of Madison,
Forward Theater, Music Theatre of Madison, and StageQ (Madison, WI)

Education: BA in Gender & Women'’s Studies, University of Wisconsin-Madison
“Much love to my kitties: Rosalind, Beatrice, Mercutio, and Tybalt”

SYNTH MANUEL (they/them)

Company Member
Since 2023

Stage Manager/Dramaturg/Designer/Production Team Associate

This Season: Assistant Stage Manager/Props Design (The Outsider), Co-Scenic
Design and Intimacy Coordinator (Rumors), Sound Design/Performance Stage Man-
ager (Doubt); Stage Manager (Miss Bennet: Christmas at Pemberley)

Commonweal Highlights: The Effect, She Loves Me, Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, Women
in Jeopardy! Other Credits: Quad City Area Credits include: director (The God of
Vengeance); stage manager (Cabaret, Ride the Cyclone); assistant director (The
Threepenny Opera, The Mountaintop); dramaturg at The Spotlight Theatre
Education: BA in Theatre History and Tech & Design, Augustana College

“All my love and gratitude to Isa, Eli, Clarke, and my wonderful family.”

JOHN B. NICOL (he/him)

Company Member
Since 2022

Actor/Assistant Stage Manager/Production & Administrative Associate

This Season: Assistant Stage Manager (Ugly Lies the Bone), A.C. Petersen (The
Outsider), Co-Scenic Designer (Doubt), Arthur de Bourgh (Miss Bennet: Christmas at
Pemberley

Commonweal Highlights: Arpad Laszlo (She Loves Me), Michal (The Pillowman),
Deputy/Nick Cricker Il (The Mystery of Edwin Drood)

Education: BS in Theatre Arts, Minnesota State University, Mankato
“Thank you to the people who hear, and further thanks for the people who listen.”

AN

DEVICES, SPECIAL SEATING FOR THOSE WITH MOBILITY IMPAIR-
MENTS, AND VISUAL DESCRIPTION FOR THE SIGHT-IMPAIRED.

A Q\\ ASK AT THE BOX OFFICE ABOUT OUR ASSISTED-LISTENING
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THE ComPANY

LAURIE ROBERTS (she/her)

Company Member
Since 2022

Actor/Choreographer/Development Associate

This Season: Jess (Ugly Lies the Bone), Chris (Rumors), Elizabeth (Miss Bennet:
Christmas at Pemberley), Intimacy Coordinator (The Outsider)

Commonweal Highlights: Eight Shoppers (She Loves Me), Myra (Deathtrap), Assis-
tant Director (Bernhardt/Hamlet), The Dutchess (Alice in Winter Wonderland), and
Choreographer (The Mystery of Edwin Drood) Other Credits: Chicago credits from
A Red Orchid Theatre, Facility Theatre, Hell in a Handbag, and Theatre Y. Cincinnati
credits include Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Know Theatre, and Cincinnati
Fringe Festival (recipient of the 2015 Producer’s Pick.) Laurie has also worked as an
acting teacher, movement director, and choreographer.

Education: MFA, University of South Carolina; BA, University of Washington

“Love to my husband, Cody, & the floof-babies: Duke Orsino & Meriadoc Brandybuck.”

JODI RUSHING (they/she)

Company Member
Since 2019

Stage Manager/Front of House Supervisor

This Season: Assistant to Costume Designer (Ugly Lies The Bone, Rumors), Perfor-
mance Stage Manager (The Outsider)

Commonweal Highlights: Performance Stage Manager (Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde),
Performance Stage Manager (Good People), Costume Design (The Complete Work
of William Shakespeare...), Costume Designer (/ Love to Eat), Assistant Stage
Manager (On the Verge) Other Credits: Stage Manager (Doniphan Dance Project),
Conference Manager (American College Dance Association - South); Makeup Artist
(The Wonder of the World... currently in post production)

Education: BA in Theatre & Film, University of Mississippi

TIM SAILER (he/him)

Company Member
Since 2021
(plus 2009-2011)

Actor/Assistant Director of Marketing

This Season: Kelvin (Ugly Lies the Bone), Ken (Rumors), dialect coach (Miss Ben-
net: Christmas at Pemberley)

Commonweal Highlights: Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde, She Loves Me, Leading Ladies,
The Mystery of Edwin Drood, An Enemy of the People, The Rainmaker Other
Credits: More than 50 roles across 35 plays at the American Shakespeare Center
in Staunton, VA; Utah, Houston, and Texas Shakespeare Festivals; Park Square
Theatre; Theater LHomme Dieu; audiobook narrator

Education: MFA in Acting, University of Houston

“We must risk delight.” — poet Jack Gilbert

ALEX SCHLESINGER (they/them)

Company Member
Since 2021

Actor/Designer/Light & Sound Technician/Marketing Associate

This Season: Projection Design & Performance Stage Manager (Ugly Lies the Bone),
Lighting Design (The Outsider), Glenn (Rumors), Charles Bingley (Miss Bennet:
Christmas at Pemberley)

Commonweal Highlights: Waiter (She Loves Me), Clifford (Deathtrap), Stevie (Good
People), Nick Cricker/Durdles (The Mystery of Edwin Drood) Other Credits: Riff Raff
(The Rocky Horror Show) at New Minowa Players in Decorah; Amos Hart (Chicago)
at Luther College

Education: BA in Theatre, Luther College

“Thanks to my mentor, professor, and good friend Jeff Dintaman for his years of
support and sharing of knowledge that got me to where | am today.”

-5-



THE ComPANY

ADRIENNE SWEENEY (she/her)
Actor/Associate Artistic Director/Director of External Communications

This Season: Louise (The Outsider), Cookie (Rumors), Props Design (Christmas at
Pemberley)

Commonweal Highlights: Sarah Bernhardt (Bernhardt/Hamlet), Women in Jeopar-
dy!, (Berthe) Boeing Boeing, Sylvia
Education: MFA in Acting, University of Arizona

Company Member “Thank you for choosing to be here.”
Since 2001

JEREMY van METER (he/him)
Actor/Director of Development
This Season: Ned (The Outsider), Father Flynn (Doubt)

Commonweal Highlights: | Ought to Be in Pictures, Come Back, Dracula: Prince of
Blood, Outside Mullingar, Brand, The Philadelphia Story Other Credits: Barter The-
atre Actor in Residence; Riverside Shakespeare Festival; lllinois Shakespeare Festi-
val; Great River Shakespeare Festival; Caffeine Theatre (Chicago) Artistic Associate

Education: MFA in Acting from the University of lowa

Company Member
Since 2012 “Wear gratitude like a cloak, and it will feed every corner of your life.” Rumi; “A mil-
lion thanks to you for supporting professional live theatre. And GO Hawkeyes!”

Learn all about the timeless Amish culture while traveling
through Historic Bluff Country. You’ll visit Amish farms,
explore their craft shops and meet today’s generation of
the Old Order Amish.

Bluffscape Amish Tours depart from

BLUFFSCAPE TOURS 5574675070 wawbiafiscapo.com -

LOCAL FOOD * DOWNTOWN LANESBORO

AAYTA pedalpusherscafe com | 507-467 1050
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Gift Shop featuring locally handcrafted Amish Quilts,
Baskets & Fumiture; Collectibles;, Home Decor;
Garden Accents; & Specialty Foods
visit our Online Store
www.village-depot.com
105 Parkway Ave. N. + Lanesboro, MN 55949 + 507-467-2992

Health Through Chiropractic
OFFICE River Hills
HOURS ¢ (/J Chiropractic
M,T,W,F: —

9aM-6PM — —
Thursday: 102 W. Sheridan St.
ursd y Lanesboro, MN 55949
Closed

507-467-2629 (24-hr. call 507-450-2466)

117 Parkway Ave. N.
Lanesboro, MN 55949

(507)467-2994 COME IN AND LET

HELP YOU SELECT A TASTY CHOICE!

Open 7 Days a Week!
(507)467-2700+113 Parkway Ave, Laneshoro

www.grannysliqguor.com

@ Leary’s Bed X iﬁreaktast
Charmingly restored
1910 Victorian

Private baths | AC | Breakfast
707 Parkway Ave S
Lanesboro
www.olearysbandb.com 8
(507) 467-3737

No Radio? No Problem!
Get the WPR app for your phone or tablet

D Econs

GETITON # Download on the

® Google Play . App Store



STONE MILL

HOTEL & SUITES

Historic Lanesboro, Minnesota

A Bed & Bv‘eakfas’r in Lanesboro
Like theater? YOM/” love our
Mystery ]\]igl/\Jrs! ® 507-467-4500

www.scandinavianinn.com 1/2 block from the theatre.

WWW.STONEMILLSUITES.COM

% PIZZA #+SANDWICHES
£ PANINIS #ICE CREAM

Located in the I %  Order Online
beautiful downtown ‘2 0 ) www.claraseatery.com
of Lanesboro, MN. 6‘ & T Parkway Ave N

Just a block from

the theatre! EATERY ranesboro, MK
%  507.467.2200

PREMIER. BED &
BREAKFAST

218 Winona St. ’
Chatfield, MN ==

Bluff View Guest HouseeWhalan, MNe507-459- 3314
Whole House Rental === ===
bluffview@acegroup.cc




MEET THE 2024-2025 APPRENTICE CLASS

The Commonweal Theatre Company offers exciting 10-month apprenticeships
intended to help young theatre artists transition into the professional world.
Apprentices serve on either a performance or technical track. Additionally,
they work alongside company members on the Marketing, Development, and
Production teams. Because of this rare organizational model, Commonweal
apprentices experience the full scope of running a nonprofit theatre company.
It culminates in a final capstone production which is chosen, designed, and
performed by the apprentice company.

BRI ANGLE (she/her, acting apprentice) is thrilled to be joining the Commonweal for
her first season. Her favorite credits include Nan Carter in Exit, Pursued by a Bear;
Peter Quince in A Midsummer Night's Dream; #2 in The Wolves; and Agnes in She
Kills Monsters. Bri is also a former member and co-director of the improv troupe
Oddly Appropriate, and has enjoyed bringing fun and fake crime to events through-
out Colorado with Murder Mystery USA and Odd Prop Productions. Bri is a graduate
of Colorado Mesa University, where she earned her BFA in Acting/Directing.

DYLAN DELAGARDELLE (he/him, technical apprentice) is so excited to be part of the
Commonweal Apprentice program! Dylan is from West Des Moines, lowa. He has
served as stage manager many times for DMACC Ankeny Theater with shows such
as No Exit, 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, and most recently Head Over
Heels. Dylan is very excited to continue down his path of technical theater and learn
the most he can during his time at the Commonweal.

ANYA GOLOVKO (she/her, acting apprentice) is thrilled to join the Commonweal
Theatre for her first professional contract! Anya is an actor, choreographer, and tech-
nician from Houston, Texas. She has recently graduated from Waldorf University
with a BA—double majoring in Musical Theatre and Theatre Performance. Some of
her favorite roles include: Bright Star (Margo), Addams Family (Alice), The Fanta-
sticks (Hucklebee), and Checkout Girls (Marge). Anya is a firm believer that every
performer has to be well rounded in every capacity of theatre, and is thankful for the
opportunity to share her work and love for theatre.

Do you know a young theatre artist

who might be interested in our apprenticeships?
Apply today: commonwealtheatre.org/education/apprenticeships

Selling Fat Cattle
X Market Cows & Bulls
Connect with the Commonweal | Vearese hutons stz
Selling all classes Livestock E
n G Friday Auctions at 9:00am > — s
Special Feeder Cattle & Bred Cow Auctions Stnp in for breakfast or lunch at the
Scheduled thru the Fall & Winter B G GAU LILILC L0
Joe Nelson, Owner cei: 507-450-6763 arn: 507-467-2192

402 Coffee St E, Lanesboro, MN 55949 « LanesboroSalesCommission.com
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A lovely drive just minutes T AOWIZEINTLC
from Lanesboro on the L@@N\: LS

National Scenic Byway USM‘LR LN‘INQ'

Route 16 & located beside the

Root River @Q@)
State Bike Trail rushfordinn.com 507-864-2222

JOHNSON \ §‘\\\

PRINTING

Whatever your print needs, we have you covered. (atalogs,
hookdets, brochures, flyers, business cards, signs, banners,

W@ [@m@]ﬂw wall & floor graphics, POP displays, trade show materials and

much more, We offer layout, design, digital printing, variable
Sﬂﬂ[@m data, offset printing with inline coating, UV coating, full
~  service hindery and delivery. In addition to printing, we offer

@@MM@ h ;am ;- ! A\mrllpletemalllngsermcesamlfuillllrllent

We are your full service printer!
1416 Valleyhigh Drive NW Rochester, MN 55901 ¢ 507-288-7788 or 800-298-7780+ www.johnson-printing.com

_ SEEERN

Find yourself
at the Symphony.

% Crosee 63mphomn Orchesha

(608) 783-2121 LaCrosseSymphony.org f o

&
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ROCHESTER
BYMPHONY

CHIA-HSUAN LIN, Music Director

summer,2024.

On Air,

101 1 or from anywhere

uw with the Winona Radio app
IKG-95.3

| HEH[. Eﬂ“HTBY }

. MKHWKE -
80AM*1015F YXWINCINA

R SPORTS NETWORK

.——@\

KWN AM 1230
THE VOICE OF WINONA FM 987
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THIS PRODUCTION ALSO FEATURES...

GEORGIA DOOLITTLE (Lydia Wickham, she/they) spent this summer co-directing
and acting as Sir Toby Belch in a backyard production of Twelfth Night. She is
thrilled to be here for her first production at the Commonweal. Recently appearing
as an understudy in Alice in Wonderland at the Children’s Theatre and Ella in Life
Sucks with Open Eye Theatre & Girl Friday Productions, she has also performed in
Antigonick (Full Circle Theater Company); Hairball! The Bigfoot Musical (Open Eye),
Analog & Vinyl (Minneapolis Musical Theatre), and assistant directed Moscow, Mos-
cow, Moscow with Craig Johnson at the University of Minnesota.

CRAIG JOHNSON (director, he/him) is always delighted to be back at Commonweal
Theatre Company, having directed numerous productions over the past twenty
years including last season’s Women in Jeopardy!, The Mystery of Edwin Drood,

A Christmas Carol, Boeing Boeing, Dracula: Prince of Blood, and others. Craig is

a Minneapolis director, actor, writer, and educator, and has worked at many Twin
Cities theaters. Closer to Lanesboro, he has directed productions at Rochester Civic
Theatre and Cedar Summerstock Theater in Osage, lowa

JANIS MARTIN (Costume Designer, she/her) Since 1999 at Commonweal: Doubt: A
Parable, Alice in Winter Wonderland, Dracula: Prince of Blood, Silent Sky, Souvenir,
Last Night of Ballyhoo, Drawer Boy, To Kill a Mockingbird, A Midnight Dreary, plus
45 more shows. Locally: Theatre du Mississippi (The Hired Girl Gets Married); Saint
Mary’s University (Bach at Leipzig, Uncle Vanya, Urinetown, Playboy of the Western
World— also seen at Smock Alley Theatre, Dublin, Ireland); Viterbo University (On
the Verge, Spitfire Grill, Blithe Spirit, Great Expectations); and Mixed Blood (Take Me
Out). Janis has created over 135 designs nationally; and taught at St. Mary’s Univer-
sity, Luther College, Marshall University, and U.C. Santa Barbara.

KATHARINE SANFORD (Jane Bingley, she/her) is excited to join the Commonweal
this season to make her professional acting debut. Katharine recently graduated
from East 15 Acting School in England with her M.A. in Acting and is very happy to
be returning to the Commonweal stage after attending their summer conservatory
program as a high school student. Favorite past roles include Lily in The Freedom of
the City, Maria in Twelfth Night, and Katherine in The Taming.

PETER WEBER (scenic designer, he/him) is happy to return to the Commonweal. He
is looking forward to working with the friends he made last year on She Loves Me.
Peter started in theatre out of high school as a stagehand. He moved on to become
the summer stage manager at Festival Theatre while pursuing a B.A. in Studio Arts
at Northland College in 2011. After a decade as Festival Theatre’s Technical Director
he left to start a construction LLC. This will be the second time working on Christ-
mas at Pemberley though this time in scenic design and painting.

THOMAS WHITE (lighting designer, he/him) a Cedar Falls, IA resident and milkman
at Hansen’s Dairy, recently co-directed Kinky Boots at the Waterloo Community
Playhouse alongside his husband Bryan, marking his directorial debut. Thomas
earned a BA in technical theater from the University of Northern lowa and is a
founding member of Sissy’s Sircus, a burlesque troupe that pushes the boundaries
of gender identity and sexuality through drag, dance, and theatre. Other profession-
al credits include the Colorado Shakespeare Festival, the Telluride Film Festival and,
of course, the Commonweal.
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ENNET:

(PHRISTMAS

AT ‘PEMBERLEY

by Lauren Gunderson
and Margot Melcon

DEsIGNERS & SPECIALISTS

Director

Scenic Designer

Costume Designer
Lighting Designer

Props Designer

Assistant to Props Designer
Music Director

Sound Designer

Dialect Coach

Intimacy Coordinator
Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Managers

CAST

MARY BENNET
ARTHUR de BOURGH
ELIZABETH DARCY
FITZWILLIAM DARCY
JANE BINGLEY
CHARLES BINGLEY
LYDIA WICKHAM
ANNE de BOURGH

SEeTTING

Craig Johnson

Peter Weber

Janis Martin

Thomas White
Adrienne Sweeney
Sara Hueser

Stela Burdt

Josiah Laubenstein
Tim Sailer

Isabella Anastasia Leigh
Synth Manuel

Dylan Delagardelle, Anya Golovko

Lizzy Andretta
John B. Nicol
Laurie Roberts
Cody Beyer
Katharine Sanford
Alex Schlesinger
Georgia Doolittle
Bri Angle

December, 1815 at Pemberley, the grand estate of Mr. and Mrs. Darcy

There will be one 15-minute intermission.
Please see the front of house staff for the precise run time of each act.

MISS BENNET: CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY was originally produced by Northlight Theatre,
Chicago, lllinois (BJ Jones, Artistic Director; Timothy Evans, Executive Director).

MISS BENNET: CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY is presented by
special arrangement with Broadway Licensing, LLC, servicing the
Dramatists Play Service collection. (www.dramatists.com)

Propuction UNDERWRITER

PETERSON CREATIVE

PHOTOGRAPHY & DESIGN
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PLAYWRIGHTS Bios

LAUREN GUNDERSON has been one of the most produced playwrights
in America since 2015, topping the list thrice including 2022/23. She

is a two-time winner of the Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award for | and
You and The Book of Will, the winner of the William Inge Distinguished
Achievement in Theatre Award,the Lanford Wilson Award and a finalist
for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize. She is a playwright, screenwriter,
musical book writer and children’s author who lives in San Francisco.
She graduated from NYU Tisch as a Reynolds Fellow in Social
Entrepreneurship.

T
BT~
ﬁﬁg}':é'
G‘!IU ';": J 7
Qﬁi‘,’ MARGOT MELCON is an artist, arts administrator and writer and co-
e wrote the Christmas at Pemberley trilogy (Miss Bennet, The Wickhams,
and Georgiana and Kitty) with Lauren Gunderson. She was the
Director of New Play Development at Marin Theatre Company for
seven years, where she dramaturged over 30 productions—including
six world premieres—and administered the company’s two annual
new play prizes and commissioning program. She has developed
plays with TheatreWorks, Bay Area Playwrights Festival, Crowded Fire
Theater, Shotgun Players, Berkeley Rep’s Ground Floor, the Kennedy
Center, the New Harmony Project, and The Playwrights’ Center in
Minneapolis. She currently manages arts and culture grantmaking at
the Zellerbach Family Foundation. Margot is a graduate of California
State University, Chico, and lives in San Francisco with her family.

P mn'!ﬂ?

NortEes FrRom THE DIRECTOR

Miss Bennet reunites many of the beloved characters from Austen’s
novel, but focuses on the brainy, socially awkward middle sister, Mary
Bennet. It's now two years after the novel and Mary has grown up. She
longs for a “larger life” but circumstances and family relationships keep
her hemmed in. This is the story of how people evolve. Mary struggles
to redefine herself. Her oldest sister Jane will soon become a mother.
Elizabeth is intent on making Pemberley a real home and making
Christmas a new kind of holiday!

* How do we change over time?

*\What roles do we step into?

* Are these made by choice or obligation?

*\Who are the others in our lives that we see becoming different people?

The end of each calendar year gives us a chance to reflect on what's past and what's to come.
What does the future hold for you?

PropbucTioN SPONSOR MEeDpIA PARTNER

pedal?y wenmen

pusher

care J)
ez e

CovmmoNWwEAL BoARD oF DIRECTORS

Chuck Aug, David Boen, Laura Gentry, Chris Hanson, Julie Kiehne, Sara Kling-Punt,
Wendy Mattison, Ken Mogren, André Novack, Megan Pence, Sarah Peterson, Jose Rivas.
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DRAMATURG’S NOTE

By SyntH MANUEL

Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon came up with the idea for Miss Bennet: Christmas

at Pemberley on a road trip together in 2014. It is a show that is both practical—all theatre
companies need good holiday shows—and different: it is rooted in the complications of being
part of a family made up of dynamic women and what it means to support one another. It
premiered in 2016 and has since become a popular holiday production in regional theaters

across the United States.

Gunderson and Melcon took on a big responsibility in expanding the Jane Austen world, as
this show is a sequel to the iconic novel Pride and Prejudice. You do not need to know the
Bennet family lore in order to enjoy this wonderful holiday show, but if you're curious, here’s

what went down.

The novel centers around the Bennet family,
particularly Elizabeth Bennet, the intelligent
and witty second eldest daughter, and her
evolving relationship with the wealthy and
aloof Mr. Fitzwilliam Darcy. Set in early 19th-
century England, the story explores themes
of social class, marriage, morality, and
misunderstandings.

The Bennet family has five daughters, and
Mrs. Bennet is determined to marry them off
to wealthy men to secure their futures. When
the wealthy and eligible Mr. Bingley moves
into the neighborhood, he quickly becomes
smitten with the eldest Bennet daughter,

Jane. At the same time, Mr. Darcy, Bingley’'s
reserved and seemingly proud friend, initially
snubs Elizabeth, leading her to form a negative
opinion of him.

Elizabeth is further prejudiced against Darcy
when she hears rumors about his mistreatment
of George Wickham, a charming but unethical
officer. As the story progresses, Darcy proposes
to Elizabeth, but she rejects him due to her
misconceptions about his character. However,
Darcy later proves his true nature by helping
Elizabeth’s family in a time of crisis and
revealing the truth about Wickham'’s deceit.

8 Now, be sincere; did you adniive wie for niy impertinence 1"

Pride and Prejudice illustration by Charles
Edmund Brock (1895)

Through a series of misunderstandings and revelations, Elizabeth comes to recognize Darcy’s
integrity and kindness, while Darcy learns to overcome his pride. In the end, Elizabeth and
Darcy fall in love and marry, as do Jane and Bingley.

SpeciaL THANKS

The Commonweal is grateful for a generous anonymous donation in sponsorship of the
entire 2024 season. Special thanks also to Heidi & Phil Dybing, Louanne Hamann, James
Shoop, Festival Theatre, Lifetime Eye Care of Preston, Luther College, St. Mary’s Universi-

ty, and Viterbo University.
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THE HisTORY OF CHRISTMAS

Christmas is often celebrated as the most wonderful time of the -
year, filled with gift-giving, advent calendars, caroling, and
festive decorations like trees, garlands, and wreaths. Its
history is long and varied, with the first recorded mention
of Christmas dating back to the 2nd century. Christmas
traditions, both new and old, converged in early 19th-
century England, as seen in Miss Bennet: Christmas at
Pemberley.

In 17th-century England, Puritans condemned

Christmas, viewing it as a Catholic invention. The

holiday was even banned in 1647 following the English
Civil War but restored in 1660. By the 19th century,

authors like Charles Dickens helped shape Christmas

into the family-centered, charitable holiday we recognize
today. His works, along with the Oxford Movement in the
Church of England, popularized Christmas services and the
spirit of generosity.

The introduction of the Christmas tree came to Britain via
Queen Charlotte in the early 1800s, later popularized by

Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, spreading throughout Christmas tree at Windsor

the country by 1841. Castle from The lllustrated
London News Christmas
supplement (1848)

PLAYING

CHRES
(AROL

BOX OFFICE o 282-8481 | ROCHESTER CIVIC THEATRE.ORG
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THE AusTeEn FANDOM

There have been numerous film and TV adaptations of Jane Austen’s work,
especially Pride and Prejudice and Sense and Sensibility. But the Austen fandom
goes much further than this. There is a pattern of modern women being placed in
a Jane Austen world like the TV show Lost in Austen and Austenland. There are
also movies like Clueless and Bridget Jones’s Diary that take the main plots of
Jane Austen novels and translate them to modern times. These few examples do
not even scratch the surface of all the Austen
adaptations and fanfictions out there. What is the
enduring appeal of Jane Austen’s works? On the
Fandom.com website, where fans can fill out their
own research on any fandom you can think of,
fans have stated that “Her realism, biting irony,
and social commentary have gained her historical
importance amongs scholars and critics.”

Austen’s work offers keen insights into human
nature, timeless themes, and skillful storytelling,
which resonates across generations. Her novels
explore themes that are as relevant today as
they were in her time, such as love, marriage,
social status, and personal growth. Her focus on
individual desires versus societal expectations
creates a tension that readers across different
eras can relate to.

A portrait of Jane Austen by
her sister Cassandra

Chatsworth House is a stately home in the Derbyshire Dales in England. It is
believed to be the inspiration for Darcy’s Pemberley.
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THE PRIDE AND PREJUDICE “EXPANDED UNIVERSE”

Because the works of Jane Austen are in the public domain, anyone may freely use
Austen’s characters and stories to write their own adaptations, sequels, spin-offs,
and more. (Pride and Prejudice and Zombies, anyone?) Here's a tiny glimpse of other
books within the world of Pride and Prejudice. Do you know about any others?

Eligible The Heiress: The
by Curtis Sittenfeld Revelations of
A modern retelling W Anne de Bourgh
with Lizzy as a . by Molly Greeley
magazine writer in A Gothic

New York and Darcy reimagining of
as a neurosurgeon. the life of the
mysterious Anne
de Bourgh.

~a

Pride and Prejudice
in Space

by Alexis Lampley
Join the Bennet
sisters within the
Londinium Lunar
System in this new
adaptation—with

a host of colorful

graphics and
o L illustrations.

Death Comes to
Death Comes = Pemberley
by PD. James

= o
e/ 5 H
%)}//@f/gj}é The estate is all

set for an annual
autumn ball, but
after a shocking
death, Pemberley
plunges into a
frightening mystery.

L&P D. James

THE CHRISTMAS AT PEMBERLEY TRILOGY

Playwrights Lauren Gunderson and Margot Melcon have written two other holiday
stories set in the world of Pride and Prejudice.

THE WickHAMS

Taking place at the same time as Miss Bennet, audiences get a peek at the goings-on
downstairs at Pemberley, where the servants are bustling about. But their work is
interrupted by the midnight arrival of the definitely not invited Mr. Wickham —Lydia’s
rogue of a husband and Mr. Darcy’s sworn enemy. It's a charming holiday tale that
explores the confines of class and the generosity of forgiveness.

GEORGIANA AND KiTTY

Georgiana (Mr. Darcy’s younger sister) and Kitty (the youngest of the Bennet
siblings) are the best of friends and ready for their own adventures in life and
love—starting with the arrival of an admirer and secret correspondent. Meddlesome
families and outmoded expectations won't stop these determined friends from
forging their own way in a holiday tale filled with music, ambition, and sisterhood.
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AXY Merchants
Bank

Building strong communities
with you.

At Merchants Bank, we're committed to creating thriving communities and helping
our customers succeed. We'll be with you every step of the way as we work toward
your financial goals together, whether that's growing a business, buying a home or

planning for retirement.

We wish the Commonweal Theatre a great season and hope to see you there!

@' Let’s dream together.

Business | Mortgage | Personal | Wealth Management

(507) 467-2145 | 118 Parkway Avenue N, Lanesboro | merchantsbank.com o]

Member FDIC

PROUDLY
INSURING WE MAKE

INSURANCE

EASY!"®

LIFE & HEALTH

HOME INSURANCE
AUTO {,7 SERVICES

BUSINESS
FARM

Service ae Can Count On

100 Saint Anthony St. N. ¢« 507.765.3387
RRIns@FMcommunity.com

Auto-Owners

N INSURANCE

(E'#Si‘éd LIFE + HOME » CAR - BUSINESS
b, S

SHINIGEREIE OR8]
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Celebrating 100 Years of Discovery at

Niagara Cave
Loies X

hr.v

S 1
N i Br(;wYﬁlg

2024 Season
Weekends in April
&

7 days a week from
May1 - Oct. 27

:‘ Nationally r
as one of the
10 BEST CAVES Open Year-Round

in the United States! 100 Beacon St W
Lanesboro

507-467-HOPS (4677)

We've got beer
for all tastes!

online at n

www.sylvanbeer.com

Amish Tours of [larmon
{/ In the Sugar Plum House on mP\hilage GrEP\IR/llS{;m Ave. N, Harmony, MN y Cyames Cﬂ qilompson %ouse

Experience
a Lifestyle... Bed & PBreakfast Jnn

= where horse & buggy still
provide the transportation

« the home is lighted by
kerosene lamps

= water Is heated on a
woodburning stove

Enjoy an exciting tour
with one of our
knowledgeable guides

= Mini Bus Tours

- Car Tours g

= Group Bus Tours ¥

« Spring through Fall q;nd the dam and Youve found us.’
« No Sunday Tours

Call (507) 467-2253
www.jamesathompsonhouse.com

For Advance Tickets & Information y

(507) 696-1354

www.amish-tours.com

EELPO

by Paul William Kruse

a free playreading
Sunday, Dec 8 at 6 p.m.
at SYLVAN BREWING

reserve your spot: (800) 657-7025
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WE CAN'T DO THIS WITHOUT YOU!

For 36 seasons the Commonweal has been inspiring hearts, minds,
and souls. It would be easy to believe that these marvelous stories
have come about because of the hundreds of talented artists who have
called the Commonweal home.

Easy, but far from the truth. The real he-
roes who make up this company are you,
our audience and loyal supporters.

But your tickets only cover half of what it
costs to create live, professional theatre.
For us to continue bringing theatre magic
to you and future generations, please con-
sider a gift in support of our mission “to
enrich the common good”

HERE’'S HOW YOU CAN HELP
Join the MDC

The lifeblood of the Commonweal is the MDC, which

consists of individuals and households who make a

non-binding, 10-year commitment of support. ;

For membership details, please visit the Sup- ’a

port page at CommonwealTheatre.org. £ — A“y
f ‘.‘ \ contribution

R you make to

“When the MDC was initiated, we immediately
joined. This level of giving helps ensure a solid

financial base for the. organgtlon to meet their ; our Iobby
annual expenses while planning for the future. | ) .
We encourage you to join us in supporting the _dona“on jar
Commonweal, so we all can continue to enjoy the is deeply

wonderful productions we have come to treasure.”
—Jon & Mary Hart
Decorah, IA

appreciated!

Planned Giving
e “By including
—
’ Commonweal
g in our estate
plan, we feel

good knowing that we'll Sponsnrsmps

be helping to ensure that

this gem will be here for Ty
future generations.” & U"derwntlng

—Ken & Sally Mogren, You can play a starring role
N without ever stepping on the
Leave a legacy by adding us to your es- stage by financially support-
tate planning. More information can be ing a single production or an
found on the Support page of our web- entire season. Contact Jeremy
site or by calling 507-467-2905 ext. 211. van Meter at 507-467-2905 ext.

211 to learn more about these

"22- opportunities.



CURRENT MDC DONORS

PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

The following households have made an annual pledge at the specified level for a period of ten years.
+Donors marked with a plus sign are members of the Commonweal Theatre Legacy Society.

Have you considered remembering the Commonweal in your will or estate? Contact Jeremy van Meter about our
Legacy Society or about any of our donor programs, jeremyvm@commonwealtheatre.org, 507-467-2905 ex 211.

$2,000+ per year

F&M Community Bank
Candace & David Arp
Sheri Borcherding

in memory of Jack
Janet & Bob Calander
Stephen Carmichael

& Susan Stoddard
Phil & Heidi Dybing+
Carol Heyl
Bob Kierlin & Mary Burrichter
Scott Koon & Merrie Bremer

$1,000-$1999
per year

Blake & Beth Abdella
Bruce Bailey
David Bange
Stephen & Martha
Bartenhagen
Kenneth Baughman
& Leandra Sunseri
Barb & Larry Berge
Donna Bond
Michael Bostwick
& Connie Williams
Char & Michael Brown
Dan Christianson
Hal Cropp
& Adrienne Sweeney
David & Karen Danielson
Jon & Chris DeVries
Ron & Rae Evenson
Laura & George Fix
John Gaddo & Nancy North
Maureen & Lou Guillou
Janet & Dennis Haller
Jon & Mary Hart
Beth Hennessy & Tom Barnes
Dennis Heussner in memory
of Connie
Willa & Dave Holger
Janine Holter
Robert & Renee Jacobson
Mark & Kris Litzow
Lee & lone Loerch
Chris Miller & Hank Taxis
Gail & Phillip Minerich
Ken and Sally Mogren+
Kurt Neuenfeld
& David Watson
Linnea & Tom Nicol
LeAnn & Gary Olson
Ted Olson
Richard & Peggy Perry
Deborah & Ken Pitzen
Chuck & Helene Rehm
Charles Ruen
David & Joan Ruen
Dale & Sue Scobie
Mark & Dee Seaquist
Jim Sheeley
Kyle & Julie Stierwalt
Burton & Nancy Svendsen
Scott & Angie Taylor
Stephen & Julie Troutman

Julie & David Warner
Nina & Christopher Wendt
Tom Woxland & Carol Birkland

$501-$999 per year
Barb Soma

% Amish Experience
Barb Soma

% E2 Boutique
Angie Amsbaugh
Duane & Angel Bakke
David Boen
Joseph & Sara Chase
Paul & Jessica Hemenway
Linda & David Hennessey
Craig & Tracy Hurley
Minette & Paul Johnson
David & Gail Judisch
Ryan & Sara Kling-Punt
Susan & Lyle Klug
Dick & Mary Ellen Landwehr
Rayson Lorrey & Wei-Lin Jung
Dr. Thomas

& Leone Mauszycki
Richard Rundle
Jessica Schwier
Marilyn Silver in memory

of Howard Silver
Peter & Vicki Torkelson

% Scandinavian Inn
Joel, Julie & Andrew Young

$251-$500 per year
Mimi Abell
Zoe Abrahamson
American Legion

Post #40 Lanesboro
Janey Afseth

& Dwight Scrabeck
Shirley & Mark Ahlquist
Bari & Peter Amadio
Drs. John Boeker

& Dory Gardner

% Amethyst Dental Care
Rose Marie

& Horace J. Andersen
Charles & Vonnie Aug
Alan Bailey
David & Lori Bakke

% Granny's Liquors
Russell & Cathryn Baldner
Diane & David Banner
Carolyn & Roger Barsness
Becky Becker
Dave Beal & Carol Berteotti
Kathryn & Brad Benke
Harvey Benson

& Bonita Underbakke
Gene & Renee Bergstrom
JoEllen & Dean Blegen
Michaeleen Bonner

& Scott Gottfried
Donald & Pat Borcherding
Terry & Renae Boydston
Heide Buettner
Kathryn Burch
Michael Bigelow Dixon

Stela Burdt & Kieran Dixon
Bill & Diane Burdt
Charlotte & James Carey
David & Brenda Carlson
Paul and Bridget Carns
Elaine Case & Bill Wiktor
John & Sandra Castek
Ron & Nancy Christensen
Tami Christianson
John & Jane Ciecko
George Cipov
Glee & Gordon Claussen
Carol & Sheldon Clay
Debra Collum
Sonja Cook
Paul Cooper
Jeanne Cornish
Jeff & Lavon Court
Dr. Michael Cropp
Carlo Cuesta & Dana Gillespie
Jean Daywitt & Greg Murphy
Norman & Janette Decker
Carol & John Engel
Christopher & Elizabeth Engel
Hisako Y. & Dale Eppen
Herb Erickson & Helen Kolb
Carmen Fingerson
Lynn Fink
Anne Flynn & Jon Buggs
Dean & Marie French
Jill Frieders
Elizabeth & James Fritz
Dick & Marge Fuller
Robert Gaines
Lee & Suzan Gass
Gary & Elaine Gassett
William & Laura Gentry
Sarah & Bill Goff
Alan Goldberg & Kay Udey
Martha & Jim Griesheimer
Richard & Diane Haight
Paul & Louanne Hamann
Robyn Hansen
Chris & Jessica Hanson
Bill & Eileen Harguth
Leroy & Kathie Haynes
Janice Heikes & Lee Zook
Marian Maciej-Hiner
Betsy Holbrook

& Dona Conway
Bette & Dick Houtkooper
Linda Hyde
Troy & Jenna Iverson
Barbara Jackman
Jane Jamison
Michele & Robert Jersak
Buster & Annette Johnson
Jennifer Johnson

& Tom Fitzpatrick
Mary & Ron Kaser
Norb & Nancy Kelly
Annette & Richard Kiehne
Julie & Tim Kiehne
Ross Kiehne
Jay Kim
Ryan & Sara Kling-Punt
Karl & Patricia Knutson
Robert & Sharon Knutson
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Marlene & Robert Kohner
Gordy & Marsha Kuehne
Rachel Kuhnle

& Josiah Laubenstein
Susan & Ron Kurth
Fred & Ruth Kurtz
Martha & John Langowski
Reginald & Jerilyn Laursen
Richard & Penny Leake
Connie & Glenn Leckband
Karen A. Lischer
Jody & Dale Loeffler
Shaune & Ron Luck
John & Sandra MacLaughlin
Nancy Martinson

& Jeff Kamm
Frank Mcanulty

& Hertha Lange
Jay & Cynthia McLaren
Andrea & Eric Miehlisch
Robert Milligan

& Sharon Danes
Wanda & Craig Mitchell
Jerald Molnar

& Terry Lichte-Molnar
Richard & Karen Nance
Linda Nelson & Mike Larsen
Dick & Joan Niemiec
Terry & Karen Neneman
Karl & Julie Noll
Andre & Madeline Novack
Kenneth & Sharon Olson
Joni & James Osmundson
Jim Parker & Kay Nelson
Joan & Dennis Paulson
David & Becky Pederson
Drew & Cheryl Pellett
Robert & Phyllis Penheiter
Ann & Noel Peterson
Sarah Peterson

% Peterson Creative

Photography & Design
Pat Reymann
Glenice Rhodas
Jarrett Richardson
Stephen & Marilyn Riederer
Steven & Pam Ristau
Melanie & Dan Ritter
Jose Rivas & Beth Smith
Janis Rockabrand & Jim Wolfe
Daniel & Brenda Rooney
Kent & Juanita Ruby
Dave & Nancy Runningen
Jane Ryan
Carl Sandquist
Fred & Dianne Schjolberg
Bruce & Kathy Schott
Mark & Mari Schreiter
Matt & Stacey Schultz
Jimmy Schwichtenberg
Linda Sifford & Tom Sautter
Brian & Betty Singer-Towns
Kathleen & Delbert Smith
Jeanette Sobania

& Pam Nelms
Lynne Sootheran

& Kent Simmonds



DONORS - THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

Jim Spencer
& Michele Valletta
Charlie & Ann Sparks
Kim & Caren Stelson
Julie & Kevin Sutter
Rick & Cheryl Lamon
% Stone Mill Hotel and
Suites
Linda Tacke
Edward Taylor
Dave & Marti Gray
% James A. Thompson
House
Daryl & Michele Thompson
Karl & Nicole Unnasch
Margaret & Bob Vagts
Violet Walk
Joyce Walker
Chris Walters-Smith
& Heather Quisenberry
Sandy & David Webb
Bette & David Weinmann

$150-$250 per year

Karen Acker

Laura Adamson
Jim Boeding

Bertha Boyum
Joanne Broady

Joe Deden & Mary Bell
Bob Ditsch

Joseph & Lois Duffy
Jean Ellingson
Mary Jo Ellingson
Claire Ennis

Shirley Gangstad
Bonnie Gibson
Linda G. Johnson
Janelle Kelleher
Laurice Kneeskern
James Kunz
Timothy Mackey
Wendy Mattison
Brian McConnell
Philip Muehe
Gary Olson
Megan Pence
Gretchen Schade
Michael Speck
Stephen Strickler
Jeremy van Meter

& Catie Glynn
Kay Wold

SCOTT DIXON
MEMORIAL FUND

*In 2018, we created The
Scott Dixon Memorial Fund
to honor our dear friend and
colleague who moved to a
place where cancer could no
longer hurt him. Year-to-date
donations to the fund stand at
$42,100+ from more than 500
individual donors. To learn
more and to make a
contribution, please visit the
Support page of our website.

LEGACY GIVING

We could not do what we do without the
generosity of annual gifts. But what if we

had a fund that would allow us to do even

more extraordinary things? We do have that
fund. It's The Commonweal Theatre Company
Endowment Fund held at Thrivent Charitable.
One of the best ways to support the endowment
is to make a planned gift. A planned gift is one
that sits in a different box from the charitable
giving we do through the year. People put
planned gifts in wills or estate plans as a

way to ensure they can support the life of the
organization they love with gifts that continue to
grow long after they’re gone.

Learn about the many ways to make a planned
gift today. You may email Jeremy van Meter

at jeremyvm@commonwealtheatre.org. You
can also contact Thrivent Charitable directly at
thriventcharitable@thrivent.com or by calling

800-365-4172.

CURRENT INDIVIDUAL DONORS
(Jan—Dec 2023)
MORE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

Listed below are all the donors who are not MDC members who
generously contributed to the Commonweal in 2023.

To make a donation please visit www.commonwealtheatre.org, or send your check to
Commonweal Theatre, PO Box 15, Lanesboro, MN 55949. Be sure to write “donation” on the memo line.

INSTITUTIONAL
DONORS,

UNDERWRITERS &
SHOW SPONSORS

Minnesota State Arts Board
The McKnight Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
Fastenal Company

F&M Community Bank
Sylvan Brewing
Gundersen Lutheran

The Mayo Foundation
Merchants Bank

The Southern Minnesota
Initiative Foundation

INDIVIDUAL
DONORS

Alan & Jolene Hansen
Alex Schlesinger
Amanda Moeller
Amanda Rafuse

Amy & Val Cordry

Amy Kotsenas

Amy Swedberg Hagen
Andrea & Richard Frick
Andrew & JoAnna Pruett
Ann & Mark Thompson
Anna & Tom Kieselbach
Anne & Greg Yakle

Anne & Sean Byrd

Anne Marie & David Farning
Anthony Fenner

April Cheeseman

Arllys & Lorado Adelmann
Art & Mary Ann Ekern
Barbara & Joel Mielke
Barbara & Paul Klaas
Barbara Beeman
Barbara Rueb

Barb Burchill

Barb Teska

Ben Gorman

Bernadette Reinhart

Beth Pekar

Betty & Gary Pedersen
Betty & William Pich
Betty Mattson

Bill French

Bob & Pat Fiedler
Boni Johnson & Hal Hiebert
Bonnie & Joel Hulsing
Bonnie Sonnek
Bonnie Warrington
Brandon Zembal

& Tanea Mahanna
Brian Aldrich
Brian Jermeland
Brigid & Steven Eickhoff
Brooke Houghton
Bruce & Jan Larson
Bruce Nelson & Barb Watts
Bryan & Kathy Kufus
Bryan Roecker
Caria Philgreen
Carlene & Cameron Roberts
Carly & Mike McNeilus
Carol Ann Lindenfelser
Carol Dixon
Carolyn & Tom Smith
Carolyn Anton
Cathy Tiegs
Charles Woodward
Cheryl & Bob Roediger
Chris Dorff
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Chris Mallery

Christiana Lundholm
Christine & Jon DeVries
Christine Havlik

Christine Mattison
Christopher & Suzanne Colby
Chris Yennie

Cindy & Gage Andretta
Colleen Crossley

Colleen Stier

Craig & Candice Dunn/Hart
Cynthia Crawford

Cynthia Huggenvik

Dale Wulf

Dan & Vicki Anderson

Dana Puffer & Paula Zollman
Danette Olsen McCarthy
Daniel Schindhelm

Daniel Stock & Megan Pence
Darlene Schober

Darrell Johnson

Dave & Judy Young

Dave & Sharon Burris-Brown
David & Candy Gislason
David & Gail Wood

David & Karen Bakken
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Purveyor of fine yarns, knitting & crocheting
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DONORS - THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

David Gasner
David Gehling D.C.
David Schmidt
Dawn Sahouani
Deb & Brian Benoy
Debbie Burgess
Debbie Thompson
Debra & David Taylor
Debra & Douglas Dewanz
Debra Abel
Debra Robison
Debra Swanson
Delia Bell
Denise Frey
Dennis Magnuson
Diane & Norbert Lovstuen
Dianne Sattinger
Dick & Betsy Tompkins
Dinah Zebot
Donald A. Nelson
Donna Riley
Doug & Diana Lawrence
Douglas Breiland
Doug Olson
Doug Wubben
Dr. Theresa Incagnoli

& Bill McNeely
Earl Hammell

& Kris Anderson
Edward & Karel Moersfelder
Edward Shafer
Efrat Livny
Elaine Dalager
Elizabeth Dunn
Elizabeth Engelman
Elizabeth Lopp
Elizabeth Stewart

& Paul Zellweger
Ellen Modersohn
Ellen Rasmussen
Eric & Lisa Farnberg
Ernest Hauser
Eva Barr

& Michael Todd Juzwiak
Evelyn Schlichting
Evie Doerr
Florinus Kooyman
Frank Zebot
Fred & Ruth Kurtz
Frederick Haas
Fred Ogimachi
Fred Smith & La Rae Roder
Gale Nelson
Gary & Susan Corbisier
Gary Delp
Gayle & Richard Garrity
Gerald & Bonnie Burns
Geri & Russ Farnsworth
Glenn Klapperich
Gordon Shomaker
Greg & Heather Lenz
Greg & Katie Berger
Greg Sauve
Greg Schieber

& Jenica Zimmerman
Harlan & Mary Bisbee
Harlan Hanson
Harold Taylor
Harriet Lawston
Heidi & Larry Chladek
Heidi Blackburn
Heidi Ricks
Houston Dental
Ingrid Iverson
Isabel Kramlinger
Jackie Wolter Luna

Jacyln Johnson
& Jonathan Levine
James & Nancy Reynolds
James Eich
Jane & Dennis Timmerman
Jane Christiansen
Janet & Bob Calander
Janet & John Johnson
Janice Mahlke
Janine Luz
Jean & Don Hanson
Jeanne & David Cornish
Jeff & Ollie Lepper
Jeff Fant
Jeffrey Hatcher
Jeffrey Jacobs
Jennifer Bastian
Jennifer Hildebrandt
Jeri Sebo
Jerome Yorke &
Suzanne Rutishauser-Yorke
Jerry & Nancy Gartner
Jerry Gab
Jill Sicheneder
Jim & Gladdie Hebl
Jim & Martha Ludeking
Jim & Mary Ellen Nichols
Jim Briggs & Vicki Frederick
Joan & Wayne Finnegan
JoAnn & George Topness
JoAnn Frekot
Jodi Spoden
John Keyes
John Pavlik
John Selman
John Uldrich
Jolanta Durski
Jolene Hennessy
Jo Marie Thompson
& Robert Larson
Jon Schroeder
Joseph & Joan Francois
Joseph Arnold
Joseph Mansur
Jo Seton & Brad Wronski
Joyce & Drew Meyer
Judi & Richard Bergen
Judy & David Jacobson
Judy Myers
Judy Trousdell
Julee Caspers & Ben Agar
Julie & David Aanes
Julie Larson
Julie Wissink
Juliie Shaw
Julius Drewelow
June Torrison
Karen Buggs
Karen Greenslade
Karen Hoover
Karen Olson
Karen Williams
Karl & Roxanne Podratz
Kate Barr
Katherine B. Kohl
Katherine Howard
Kathleen Kerkhoff
Kathleen Lindblad
Kathryn & Gary Wade
Kathryn & Tom Rynders
Kathryn Hesse
Kathy & Gary Huschle
Kathy Fuqua
Kathy Maclaughlin
& Mike Augustin
Kathy Tuzinski

Kay, Gary & Elliott Cross
Kay & Gary Erickson
Kay & George Spangler
Kay Robinson
Keith & Jo Anne Agrimson
Kelli Venzke
Kelly Smalstig
Ken Kidd
Kent & Cindy Hofer
Kent & Karen Bonte
Kent Swan
Kerry Eversole
& Cindy Cordes
Kevin Drake
Kim & Jean Pierre Menard
Kirk Lebakken
Kit Muellner
Kristine & Michael Larson
Kristin Raab
Kyle Swanson
Larry lverson
Larry Orth
Laura & Duane Hookom
Laura Demuth
Laurice Kneeskern
Laurie & Joel Kramer
Laurie Everitt
Laurie Roberts & Cody Beyer
LaVonne Sharp
LeAnn Anderson
Leif Bjornson
Lesley & Mark Pries
Leslie Levine
Letitia & Glen Kopperud
Linda & Dave Harvey
Linda & Robert Watson
Linda Erickson
& Mary Faherty
Lindy & Steve
Borske-Hubbard
Linnea Sodergren
Lisa & John Conzemius
Lisa Gale
Lisa Miller
Lisa Myran-Schutte
& Matt Schutte
Lisa Sackreiter
Lizzy Andretta
Lori & Scott Campbell
Lori Collins
Lorri & Tom Evans
Louanne O'Brien
Luci Christianson
Lydia Denzin
Lyle & Susan Luzum
Lynda Dahl
Lynne & Willard Jacobson
M. Robert Ayerhart
Malcolm West
Margaret Cassidy
Margaret Petersen
Marianne Peterson
Marie Neveu
Marilyn & Ron Reis
Marilyn Harstad
Mark & Christine
Gowdy-Jaehnig
Mark & Claire Dunn
Mark & Gay Herzberg
Mark & Kelly Baer
Mark & Mary Moffitt
Mark Dannenberg
Mark Goodman
Mark Hermann
Mark Matern
Mark Nelson
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Marty & Patricio Aleman
Marvin Grant

& Carolyn Hensrud
Mary Lee Eischen

& Bob Stuber
Mary Lewis
Mary Moxness
Mary S Frye
Mary Waudby
Matt Evenson
Matt Fischer
Maureen Johnson
Meellee Fish
Megan McGinty
Melanie Knutson
Merritt Olsen
Mette Hammer

& Sam Townswick
Michael Austin
Michael Mcelroy
Michael Senn
Michael Smutny
Michel Cramer Bornemann
Micky Cook
Mike & Kiki Lane
Mike Baumhover
Mike Lynn
Mollie & John Theel
Muriel & Jim Pemble
Nancy & Denis Cornell
Nancy & Jay Price
Nancy & Jim Forman
Nancy O. Brubaker
Naren Hulsing
Nathan Dungan

& Susan Hawks
Neal & Marie Buethe
Nick Nguyen
Nicole Engel-Nitz
Nile & Kay Fellows
Norma Lynn
Ole Ryan
Pat Hinkie
Pat Johnson
Patricia McCleese

& John Davenport
Patricia Kummeth
Patrick & Linda Smith
Patrick Bailey
Pat Tieskoetter
Patty & John Trnka
Patty & Lu Paulson
Patty Jermeland
Paul Capeder
Pauline Christensen
Paul K. Schulte
Paul Kiehne
Penelope Walker
Perry & Terri Butler
Peter Moore
Peter Tabbert
Rachel & Jason Schluttner
Ralph & Jamie Ottensman
Ramona Nelson
Randy Stocker
Rebecca Aaker
Rebecca Damron
Rebekah Leonhart
Rich Gabrielson
Rick Nishimura
Rivka Kelly
Robert “Rocky” Shutter
Robert & Ardis Willcox
Robert & Leslie Litwiller
Robert & Marilynn Larson
Roberta & Marvin Bringe
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RE/MAX
& RESULTS

507-216- 114[] YOUR lecafs REAL ESTATE CONNECTION!

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, HUNTING-FARM LAND, NEW CONSTRUCTION | www.johnnelsonrealty.com

ROCHESTER

RREP

THEATRE

www.rochesterrep.org

DONORS - THE PEOPLE WHO MAKE THE COMMONWEAL DREAM A REALITY

Robin Laughlin

Roger & Joyce Peckover
Ronald Jensen

Ron Clark

Rory Guenther

Rose Eddy

Rose Johnson
Rosemary Broughton
Rosie Johnson

Russell Erickson
Sabrina Stellrecht

Sally Affeldt

Sandi Serdahl

Sandy Drexler

Sarah & Kingsley Roberts
Sarah Rusk

Scott & Barb Haurberg
Scott & Sarah Sailer
Scott A. Ziebell

Scott Yess

Shannon Karsten
Sharon Wagner

Sheila & Steve Arnold
Sheila Gawne-Jones
Sheila Luken

Shelley Strohmaier
Sherri Holland

Sherry & Marc Nichols
Shreyasee Amin
Sigrid Trimble

Sonja Sola

Stephen Houtz

Steve & Dawn Witcraft
Steve & Karen Date
Steve & Kari Berg
Steve & Maggie Wasz
Steve Cook

Steven & Ann Ringlien
Steven & Mary Jo Tittl
Steven & Sandra Hunt

Steven Weekley
Sue & Joe Banken
Sue Stott
Susan & Bill Kling
Sydney Stephan
Tamara & TiAnna DeGarmo
Tamara Marks

& Bryn Geerdes
Tanya Kunert
Terrisa & Bob Fisher
Terry & Lisa Sanford
Terry Vlach
Thatcher Vagts
Thomas Krause
Thomas Traetow
Thor Sundberg

& Cheryl Neubauer
Tim Truwe & Kathy Snyder
Tim Lenartz
Timothy Johnson

.27-

Tim Sailer

Tinne Rosenmeier

Todd Gulbrason

Tom & Joann Kujawa

Tom & Joann van Meter
Tom Cathcart & Karen Koch
Traci Murphy

Tracy Jenson

Vern Riddle & Jennifer Wood
Veronica Mahlke

Vicki Lichty

Vicky Heesch

Vincent Giorgi

Vincent Olivier

Walter Brink

Walter Eshenaur

William & Judy Smithson
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Rushford Peterson Valley, a hidden gem in scenic bluff country with space to breathe
o and explore! Located 14 miles east of Lanesboro on scenic Highway 16.

THINGS TO DO
Expenience bluff cowby by tail oy woten!

¢ Root River Bike Trail: 60 miles of paved trail
* Bluff Country Scenic Byway ;
 Root River fishing, tubing, canoeing

PLACES TO STAY

¢ Inns, campgrounds, vacation rentals

PLACES TO EAT

* Many local favorites

PLACES TO SHOP

* Basic necessities or items unique to the Valley

exeiore YY) | minnesora

e take root : : A o |
R. dp v ™ Find us online for a full list of activities and events
uSthY ekerson Valley www.rushfordpetersonvalley.com

MINNESOTA

PROUDLY

FeM SERVING

&,

PRESTON

BANK

Personal Banking
Business Banking ROCHESTER
Mortgage Lending
Certificates of Deposit
EASY?’® Online Bill Pay

Remote Deposit Capture

CHATFIELD

WE MAKE
BANKING

SINCE 19211

FMCOMMUNITY.com

0000
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LANESBORO ARTS

Galleries

year-round exhibitions

Art in the Park

Saturday, June 15, 2024

Arts Campus

public art & education

St. Mane Theatre

music, theater, dance, and more

Rhythms on the Root 4

Saturday, July 13, 2024 -
lanesboroarts.org // 507-467-2446
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PHOTOGRAPHY & DESIGN
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PORTRAIT //ART FOR YOUR HOME.

CONTACT SARAH TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR SESSION.
Sarah Peterson, M. Photog., Certified Professional Photographer

WWW.PETERSONCREATIVEPHOTO.COM | 507421.9906

petersoncreative [[§ petersoncreative (@) petersoncreativ
FAMILIES | SENIOR YEAR | REUNIONS | CHILDREN
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